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Late Karabi Mukhopadhyaya (fondly referred to as Karabi-di or Fui Fui) came to Japan in 1960’s. She lived in
Japan for nearly five decades. She was mainly engaged in translation, teaching, and interpretation. She worked
for Tokyo University of Foreign Studies. She was also an empanelled teacher in Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan.,
and few other language teaching organizations. Besides these she had vast experiences of judicial interpretation
for the police department of Japan. Few years back she coauthored a compilation of Bengali translation of Kenii
Miyazawa’s short stories.
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In Memoriam: Fui Fui

| moved from Kolkata to Tokyo when | was three years
old. Barely old enough to realize | was in a new country, what
| missed most was having my extended family around. | was
accustomed to having aunts and uncles, cousins, and various
grandparents be a part of my daily life. Now, it was simply
mom, dad, and me.

| don’t recall exactly when | had first met Fui Fui, but every
time | saw her, | felt nostalgic for home. To me, she was a friend,
an honorary grandparent, and aside from my mom, one of the
first female role models | had growing up. She was a smart,
independent, and an extremely sociable lady. Fui Fui had this
charm about her that drew both children and adults to gravitate
towards her. When she would come to my house, she would
strike up a conversation about the latest episode of Doraemon
with me, while at the next second be seen discussing political
differences between the Indian and Japanese governments
with my parents.

However, | think everyone enjoyed Fui Fui’'s company
most because she was a caring person. She knew that, like
my family, many of us were lonely being away from home.
Regardless of where we had come from, there was a part of
us that was anxious about being in a new environment. She

- Moon Panda

always took initiative to get to know new members of our
community, making sure to connect with us not only during
our many celebrations but also regularly throughout the year.
She made that extra effort to make us feel comfortable in a
new country, and she never asked for anything in return. Fui Fui
has been an integral part of our life in Tokyo. She will be dearly
missed but never forgotten.

My Memeories of Fui Fui

| have known Karabi Aunty since | became part of the
BATJ community, which was when | was born. But | never knew
her as Karabi Aunty: |, along with most of the other kids in the
community, knew her as ‘Fui Fui’. Most of my fondest memories
at Durga Puja, Saraswati Puja, or any BATJ meeting in general
involved Fui Fui. From a very young age she fascinated me. She
might have been older than most of the adults around, but she
was still very playful, and really did seem like she had the heart
of a child. One of my most memorable impressions of her was
when my friends and | would be playing and we would be called
for lunch or dinner, Fui Fui would lure us into the dining hall by
purring like a cat. The way she knew what would attract kids
made her stand out amongst all the adults.

Another one of Fui Fui’s traits which | noticed and
liked a lot was her knack for gift-giving. Every time my parents
invited her over to our house she would bring the best presents
for me, which | didn’t know | needed until | had received them.
She was also one of the only guests | liked having over at my
house. Usually | disliked when my parents invited people that
were not my friends to our house, but Fui Fui was an exception.
Something about her made me eager to see her whenever |
went to BATJ gatherings.

As | grew older, | started asking my mom why Fui
Fui was in Japan alone. She had apparently come here for a
vacation in her thirties and liked this country enough to stay,
learn the language and culture, and get a job here. She was
studying Japanese and working jobs simultaneously. Because
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- Sneha Kundu, Grade X

of her hard work, she had been living an independent life in
Tokyo since then. This inspired me to want to be like her when
| grow up. Maybe in the future | would like to move out of Japan
or India and live alone without having to rely on anyone else,
but still have people around me that love me, like what Fui Fui
had.

Though Fui Fui’s body is gone now, her presence will
always be remembered for all of the right reasons. | will always
remember her as the kind, playful woman who has inspired
me to be hardworking and independent. And we, the BATJ
community, will never be able to forget a glorious person like
her, especially after how much she has contributed to us.




Fui Fui in my life

- Ashmita Paul (Tias) 10yrs

Do you know the girl name Rupsha? That’s me! | got that beautiful gift from Fui Fui when | was only 1 day old. She was
the only one who called me by that name.

She became a part of our family from the very beginning. She used to come to stay in our house for many occasions.
Whenever we had some programmes in our house, she was the first to come and help us in all possible things. Whenever my
father had to go for business trip, she used to stay in our house for a long time to give us comfort. Those are very precious times
we spent with her.

When | joined kindergarten, Fui Fui gifted me so many coloured pencils, pens and papers. Noticing my interest in toy
cameras, she gifted me her own Polaroid camera, which | still have.

Fui Fui always encouraged me for my dance and piano performances. She always tried to attend in our programmes, and
when she cannot, she always called us and inquired about the programme. | remember that 2 years back, in the Rabindra Jayanti
programme when | was playing Rabindra Sangeet in my piano, she became overjoyed that she started singing with the tune. It
was an amazing experience, and | must say that she was a very good singer, which few people know about that.

It was the biggest surprise in my 10" birthday (last year) to receive a beautiful birthday card from Fui Fui. Though she was
so far from Tokyo, sitting in Kolkata, she never forget my birthday. Last year in December, | visited her place with Hiya, Rocket
Dada and Tinni Didi, and when she saw us, she was overwhelmed with smiles. Though she had lots of physical difficulties, she
put all her effort to make us cheerful. It was a memorable day for all of us, though unfortunately was the last get-together with her.

Fui Fui was always helpful to others, cheering the kids with smiles, and she will be with us forever.




Fuifui
- Nishant Chanda, Grade XII

Most of my friends were from school, family friends, or people from BATJ during my younger years. My vivid memories from
childhood include, Durga Pujas, apple picking, a trip to Disneyland, many dinners, etc. and | remember seeing Fuifui in most, if
not all these events. She was an embodiment of the BATJ spirit.

Although it’s quite cliche, Fuifui was there from the time | was born. She’s seen me through my infancy, adolescence, and
into my teenage years. Although | have no memory of this, she visited me after my mother gave birth to me. | never had the
opportunity to thank her for passing by, but | really appreciate the time she devoted towards me, for that day, and every other
time she met me.

One seemingly random day, a decade before today, my family and Fuifui went to watch Madagascar, the movie. Although
| don’t remember the movie too well, | remember her saying funny things about the characters and calling me Alex from that
day onwards.

Along with these occasional meetings outside the house, she came over many times. For a few months, she attempted to
teach my naughty self written Bengali. She would have the lessons in such a way that | would look forward to her visiting again.
One of these days, we came across Disney’s Pedro. From then on my name changed from Alex to Pedro. For those unfamiliar,
Pedro is a plane, who has a “Mama” and “Papa” as well.

The Bengali lessons died out after a while, and she would come over once every few months for tea. The stories she
would say at the table were always very intriguing. Mostly, she would talk about happenings related to the Japanese police, as
she worked there as an interpreter.

It would never feel like | hadn’t seen her for a long time. Fuifui came to every Puja rehearsal, meeting, or get together. She
would be there with her whistle overseeing the kids when the parents would say “baccha ra khete esho”. She truly embodied
the quote, “...people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but people will never forget how you made them
feel.” Being around Fuifui was always an enjoyable experience full of laughter and | will miss that.

F
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Late Bholanath Pal (fondly called as Bhola, Bholada or Pal San) was born in Bongaon, West Bengal, India.
He was an M.Tech in Electronics & Communication from IIT Kharagpur. He was the founding Managing Director of
Motorola’s software unit in Japan. After returning to India he founded Srishti ESDM, which was selected in top 10
startup for the prestigious Intel’s Innovate for Digital India program. For this initiative, he also gained accolades from
the then President of India Mr. Pranab Mukherjee. He held industry chair in IEEE Bangalore section and vice-chairman
of communications society chapter, executive positions — IIT Kharagpur AA Bangalore, IITACB, and Indo-Japan
Chamber of Commerce.
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Bholanath Pal (B.N. PAL)

- Sushmita Pal

Over the last 4 decades, BN Pal donned many hats: extraordinary pioneer, energetic entrepreneur, loving husband,
inspirational father, and warm hearted friend. His sad demise will be regretted but his impact will remain long in the memory.

He was born in Bongaon, an unassuming village in West Bengal just a stone’s throw away from the Bangladesh border.
Many kids in the village idolize him, as he was the first person from his village to go to any IIT, namely IIT-Kharagpur for an M.Tech
in Electronics & Communication.

During the pre-smartphone era, his leadership in developing India’s own smartcard-payphones led to the famous STD/ISD
booth concept that revolutionized the communication scenario of rural and semi-urban areas. Then, realizing the pain of accessing
one’s own money at the time, his next attempt was to bring 24x7 Banking to India by developing India’s first Indigenous ATM
through the concept of ‘Swadhan’. After successfully setting up Motorola’s software unit in Tokyo as the Founding MD, he came
full circle after returning to India with a mission to serve the vast population of underprivileged India using emerging technology
platforms like AADHAAR for direct benefit transfers that ensure subsidies reach to those that are entitled to it with zero leakage.
Srishti ESDM, the name of the endeavor, was a top 10 startup for the prestigious Intel’s Innovate for Digital India program, which
culminated in him gaining accolades from President of India (at the time) Mr. Pranabb Mukherjee.

BN Pal also consolidated himself as an industry thought leader by holding positions such as industry chair in IEEE Bangalore
section and vice-chairman of communications society chapter , executive positions — IIT Kharagpur AA Bangalore, [ITACB, ,
Indo-Jdapan Chamber of Commerce and Industries — to name a few.

From relative financial modesty to traversing countries like Japan, he truly lived up to his potential. His story should be seen
as benchmark for other dreamers — nothing is beyond reach if you have the energy to apply yourself.

A true family man full of positive energy, he was friendly, gentle, kind, ethical and disciplined while maintaining an impeccable
sense of humor.

His hobbies were gardening, golf, yoga, taking guests for trips long and short (especially on a short tour covering all the
temples in near proximity to his Bangalore home).

While he is greatly missed by family members, relatives, friends and professionals, what cannot be denied is that he lived
afull life. m

At a Temple
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A Meditation on Legacy

When | think about 2018 so far as a whole, two specific
days jump out. The first was February 2, which marked the
midway point of my 20s (my 25" birthday, if that wasn’t clear).
If you round up (which most people do), | was closer to 30 than
20. Along with this came constant internal questioning about
where | am and where | see myself going. This is around the
age where you not only look at the future but start to look at the
past with surgical analysis on what you could’ve done better.
(No coincidence that I've started losing some hair recently -
presumably over all this deliberation.)

Then came February 15", when my dad, Bholanath Pal,
suddenly passed away. Even today, a small part of me believes
I'm living in a Kafkaesque nightmare, waiting for someone to
wake me up to normality. People constantly speak about
freezing time and retaining that elusive ‘fountain of youth’. For
me, the best part about 2018 is that it's going by really fast.
After superficially getting over the shock and what his death
entailed for me and my mother, | started to muse more and
more about the vague concept of ‘legacy’.

My father was born in Bongaon, a stone’s throw away
from West Bengal’s border with Bangladesh. Within this
inconspicuous hamlet, he established himself in its folklore by
being the first person to go to IIT-Kharagpur. What stunned
me when | went back there for his last rites was the amount
of kids (mainly interested in engineering) who looked up to
him as a barometer for their success. He achieved it all in his
professional career, working for trendsetting organizations and
gaining admirers from Mumbai to Tokyo.

All throughout my life, I've had to deal with comments
from uncles and aunties who saw me merely at face value and
claimed ‘he’s going to be as big as his dad’ one day. I'll admit,
in some instances, | got mildly annoyed at the sentiment only
because it came from an intangible place. My father was a
pioneer in electronics; I'm at a nascent stage in my advertising
career. By logic, my aim should be to parallel the likes of David
QOgilvy, Dale Carnegie and Steve Jobs. Comparing my present
and future achievements to those of my father would’ve only
made sense if I'd decided to pursue my fleeting flings with
physics and computer science. Those relationships came to
an end in 12" grade for the former, 10" for the latter.

In terms of trajectory too, there was no parallel for me
to link. My father rose from rural settings to become a titan
in his industry. | was born in privilege, able to experience the
best in lifestyle and education because of how well-off he
was. If his trajectory was to uplift himself from obscurity to
supreme financial stability, is it my prerogative to elevate that
to becoming uber rich, a .1%er? Do these questions even have
a clear answer?

| slowly realized that such comparisons based on
accomplishment have the ability to cripple my life if | let it.
Instead, | delved into how he was as a person for inspiration.
As most of you will allude to, he was an extremely vibrant
personality and the epitome of pure energy. This quality was
there even in his last days — he insisted on going to yoga
everyday even when he was primarily breathing from an oxygen
tank. He lit up every room he was in through his humorous
personality and conviction of thought. What still astounds me,
since | was privy to it at a personal level, was his discipline.
He woke up daily to perfectly maintain our garden for years,
delighting our guests by giving them fruits grown in it. And even
though he had a tough exterior, he was infinitely kind, always
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- Shoubhik Pal

willing to help out family and friends in any means necessary.

| then realized that legacy is easily misconstrued as merely
an accumulation of one’s professional achievements and the
expectation of kin to match or one-up that. There’s a reason
Kevin Spacey won'’t be looked at in history well even though
he is objectively a once-in-a-generation thespian. What made
my father unforgettable was how he matched his achievements
with his unique personality. The old adage of ‘greatness comes
from goodness’ now has a lot more heft for me.

And so, every day, | try my best to imbibe his greatest
qualities as person, in all the little things (going to the gym every
day to develop discipline, attempting to make every interaction
with others positive). His death, while truly tragic, has given me
a marker to eliminate any complacency. It's the sad truth that he
didn’t see me at my professional and personal peak before he
passed away, but that shouldn’t hinder me from achieving the
most | can. My dad wanted me to make something of myself,
settle down and give him grandchildren one day; the sadness
of that never coming to fruition makes it that much important
to me that my mother sees it one day.

Will kids one day look up to me with the same reverence
they looked at my dad? The jury’s still out, but | intend to put all
my efforts into it. RIP Dad; | hope | live up to your indomitable
spirit.
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Rememberance

- Ranjan Dasdeb

Back in the year 2000 summer | met Bhola at the Vivekananda Birth Anniversary and instantly became family friends. To
be honest, | have never met a guy so humble, honest, gentle, humorous and a charming personality who was also one of the
the Director of the then Motorola, Japan.

Afterward, during his five years of tenure in Tokyo, he was also a dedicated member of BATJ, rendering his apartment at
Moto Azabu for numerous meetings and parties and was active in various capacities. Most surprisingly, he was also shown his
prowess as a drama actor by performing in a drama during the BATJ Durga Puja. Bhola was liked by our senior as well as junior
members of BATJ by his modest and charming behavior.

One instance | should share as | have personally involved was, after he left for India, | happened to have a business trip to
Bangalore. | was seeking his advice for a hotel nearby to his residence but he was adamant and rather forced me to stay in his
residence instead. Such was his personality.

Finally, we will never forget the presents he brought for all the contemporary members and their family members of BATJ
each time he visited Japan afterwards.

No words to console Sushmita, Shoubhik and other bereaved family members for the early demise of our true friend.

May his soul rest in peace.
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My Memory and Friendship with Pal-san

- Yukio Takeyari

| met Mr. BN Pal (I call him Pal san in Japanese way) in Bangalore about 10 years back and became a very good friend
since then.

In 2008, | was transferred to Bangalore as Managing Director of Sony India Software Centre. At that time, Pal san was a
senior executive management of Indian IT company and responsible for Sony project. It was the beginning of our relationship.
He was very much respected and appreciated by Sony team because he knows how to work with Japanese and Japanese
company from his past experience to work in Japan as Managing Director of Motorola Software.

Apart from business relationship, | and Pal san was actively supporting IJCCI (Indo Japanese Chamber of Commerce and
Industry-Karnataka) activities to promote India-Japan partnership. We participated various events together.

Later, Pal-san started his own company, so called “Technology Startup” at the incubation center of IlIT Bangalore. | was
invited to visit there and discussed about his idea. He was very much excited about his business.

At the end of 2015 after staying in Bangalore for 7 years, | came back to Japan and retired from Sony. But, our relationship
continued.

In 2016, Pal san’s company was selected by Japanese government and invited to Japan for the presentation at CEATEC
2016 event. He asked me to support his presentation, so that Japanese audience can understand easier. We exchanged various
ideas by Skype and e-mail. Actually, he did a very good presentation. During his stay in Japan, Pal san invited me to Druga Puja
Festival which was held in Tokyo. | joined, and | enjoyed a lot because | remember various exciting festival | participated in India.

Even after coming back to Japan, I'm visiting Bangalore a few times a year.

| always meet him with prior appointment or without any appointment. In October last year, | visited Bangalore to participate
some IT event. | could not inform Pal san about my visit in advance. But, | met him at the event really by chance. When he found
me, he was very friendly and cheerful as usual. It was my last interaction with him.

I’m very shocked and very sorry to know Pal san passed away quite suddenly. | believe that my memory and friendship
with Pal san will be forever. | pray that his soul may rest in peace. My condolences go to the whole family.

Pal san, thank you so much.
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20130920 IJCCI Seminar with Pal-san

20160512 with Pal-san and Gupta-san
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