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Durga Puja Program October 21, 2018

Puja ... 11:30 AM
Anjali ... 12:30 PM
Prasad & Lunch ... 1:00 PM
Cultural Program .. 2:15 PM
Puja & Arati ... 5:30 PM

a* Cultural Program

Durga Vandana Aparna Karmokar, Biswanath Paul, Debjani Ray, Krishna Das,
Meeta Chanda, Purnima Ghosh, Rita Kar, Sangeetha Krishnamurthy,
Samudro Dutta Gupta, Sanjib Chanda, Snehasish Dutta

Sax Jazz Nishant Chanda

Folk Beats of India Children: Abheek, Akanksha, Ananya, Arnab, Arya, Ashmita,
Atreyee, Ayana, Gandharbee, Mahika, Rhitwikaa, Zinniya

Dancers: Ipsita Biswas, Mandira Bhowmick, Priya Panda, Priyanka Basu,
Sumana Kar, Sumita Chandra, Tanaya Debnath, Tuli Patra

Singers: Amit Roy, Biswanath Paul, Chaitali Paul, Debraj Dasgupta, Kalapi Roy,
Meeta Chanda, Sanjib Chanda, Sanskrita Bhattacharjee, Sayantani Dasgupta,
Tabla : Masanori Hisamoto

Guest Performer: Chitra Govindarajan
Natyanjali Online members - Ishvaryaa Chandan, Aayush Chandhan,
Nithika Nithyanandan, Ridhikka Nithyanandan

[ISJ Yokohama Students

Odissi Performance Durga Vandana by Kazuko Yasunobu and members of Studio Odissi
Japanese and English Pops Reimi Dasdeb and group
Stage, Light and Sound Manas Mitra, Prabir Patra, Partha Kumar, Pranesh Kundu,

Rita Kar, Sanjib Chanda, Sudeb Chattopadhyay

Compered by Brajeswar Bannerjee, Keiko Chattopadhyay and Nandini Mazumdar

Program coordinated by Rita Kar

Venue: Ota Kumin Plaza, Main Auditorium, 3-1-3, Shimomaruko, Ota-ku, Tokyo 146-0092

© Bengali Association of Tokyo, Japan (BAT]J). All rights reserved.
Disclaimer: The articles compiled in this magazine are personal opinion of the authors and in no way represent any opinion of BATJ.
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Message

Durga Puja, with its universal message of the triumph of good over evil, is
one of the most widely celebrated festivals of India. | am happy to learn that the
Bengali Association of Tokyo, Japan (BATJ), is organizing the Durga Puja
Festival for the 29" year in Tokyo on 21 October 2018. Not only does this
celebration give an opportunity to the younger generation to carry forward our
Indian traditions, it also provides a wonderful occasion to introduce to our
Japanese friends India’s rich cultural traditions.

| would like to congratulate the Bengali Association of Tokyo, Japan
(BATJ), for the successful organization of this Festival and for publishing their
annual multi-lingual magazine Anjali, which is a wonderful platform for literary
expressions by the community. | convey greetings of the season to all those who

are participating in this joyous festival.
ﬁulan R. Chinoy)

Tokyo
10 September 2018

Embassy of India, 2-2-11 Kudan Minami, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102 0074
Telephone : +81-3-3265-5036 Fax : +81-3-3262-2301; Email: amboffice.tokyo@mea.gov.in
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Editorial

It is very unfortunate that we started year 2018 with two consecutive shocking news. These were
the sad demise of two of our beloved friends in quick succession. On 15th February, Mr. Bholanath
Pal, former editor of Anjali (fondly referred to as Bhola or Bhola da) left us at a relatively early age for
the heavenly abode. Within two months of Bhola’s demise, Ms. Karabi Muherjee (popularly known
as Karabidi or Fui Fui) passed away at her Kolkata residence on 7th April, 2018.

Bhola lived in Japan with his family for 7 years from 2000 to 2007. During that period, Bhola
was an active member of BATJ and made noteworthy contributions to its cause. He became editor
of Anjali and took active part in many cultural activities. Due to his cordial nature, Bhola could make
many friends. He indeed took care to maintain those relationships, even after his return to Bangalore.
Everyone was truly shocked when they heard the news of his demise.

After living in Japan for almost five decades, Karabidi had to return to Kolkata due to her fast
deteriorating health. She was one of the active founding members of Bengali Association of Japan.
Karabidi was one of the most important people who initiated Saraswati Puja and Durga Puja in
Tokyo. She also made significant contribution in publication of Anjali magazine through her diligent
proofreading. She was well known and very popular in the community. She never lost connection
with any Bengali who once resided in Tokyo and no matter where in the world they are currently living.
Her unique character was so distinctive that her memory will always be alive with all of us. She was
not keeping well for quite some time. However, her strong will force helped her to keep going. As a
matter of fact, none of us were really prepared to accept her sudden demise.

Karabidi and Bhola are no more with us, but both set examples of indomitable courage and
optimism for us to learn. Life never stops. It moves on perhaps with a new turn. Our tribute to them
will be meaningful if we can assimilate the learning from their lives in pursuit of our own lives. In this
edition of Anjali, we have compiled a special section based on our reminiscences of each of them.

BATJ had been organizing Durga puja celebration for almost three decades. During these years,
drastic changes had occurred in the style of public celebration of Durga puja, especially in many
places in Kolkata. Durga puja today has become a carnival, full of bright lights and festive cheer.
New ideas have come up in abundance for making idols, decoration of pandals, and illumination
thereof. Overall arrangement based on special theme has gained huge popularity. Puja with all other
related activities is now generating a new order of vibrancy in the economy. It is also observed that
efficiency of managing these events have gone up over time. E-bhog, and E-arati etc. are becoming
common buzzwords these days.

Traditional rituals for these occasions are gradually losing their relevance. An organization in
Kolkata uses a big portion of their Durga puja’s annual budget for humanitarian services rather than
in making extravaganza. According to them, this is the essence of religion and also the best way of
serving God. It is quite natural though that the form of festivity will change as the society evolves. This
should not be a problem as such if the vibrancy of the festivity remains unaffected.

For various reasons, the above trend has not impacted our puja in any way. Due to various
constraints, our puja is somewhere in between a cozy family type event and a public celebration.
It has a little bit of touch of everything. ‘Anjali’ is an integral part of this festival. We tried our best
to compile this edition with different taste of articles. We also tried our best to minimize the error.
However, we beg to be pardoned, for any unintentional errors.

We convey our heartiest autumnal wishes to all our readers.
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