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n May 31, 1893, an unknown Hindu
Omonk boarded the ship ‘Peninsular’
sailing from Bombay bound for Japan.
His final destination, however, was Chicago,
where he was going to represent Hinduism at

the World Parliament of Religions to be held
there on September 11.

“The ship, the farewells, the
uncertainties and formalities of foreign travel,
and so many belongings to care for - all these
were new to him. Then too, his friends had
made him dress in a robe and turban of silk.
Like a prince he looked, indeed, but in his
heart stirred various emotions. The monk
stood on deck and gazed toward the shore
until it faded from sight, sending his blessings
to those who loved him and whom he loved

Swami Vivekananda

“From Bombay the ship next stopped at

Colombo and then on to Penang, a strip of land along the
sea in the body of the Malay Peninsula. On his way from
Penang to Singapore, he caught glimpses of Sumatra, with
its high mountains, and the captain pointed out to him several
favorite haunts for pirates in days gone by. The next port was
Singapore, then the capital of the straits settlements, where
he went to see the museum and the Botanical Garden with its
beautiful collection of palms ... Next the ship stopped at Hong
Kong, giving him his first glimpse of China ... The halt of three
days at Hong Kong gave the passengers an opportunity to visit
Canton, eighty miles up the Sikiang River ...”

Canton proved to be a revelation to the monk. From
Hong Kong the ship sailed to Nagasaki in Japan, where he
was greatly impressed with everything he saw. This unknown
monk who now stood on Japanese soil - | believe readers have
already guessed - is Swami Vivekananda, to whom we shall
henceforth refer to as Swami or Swamiji.

On the momentous occasion of the celebration of India-
Japan friendship year 2007, this article attempts to study the
role the Swami played in this relationship — a role that started
with his visit to Japan in 1893. We understand that Swamiji was
the first among many prominent personalities of Modern India to
visit Japan, and he was also the first to foster relationships with
Japan which would benefit India materially and Japan spiritually.

A visit by the Swami Vivekananda to any country
whatsoever, including Japan, is important, for he was not just
a religious leader, but most decidedly a prophet of this age.
The impact of his life and teachings was felt not only in the
field of spirituality, but in other fields by every thinker or leader
of late nineteenth- and early twentieth century India, including
Gandhiji, the poet Rabindranath Tagore, the savant Aurobindo
and the scientist Jagadish Chandra Basu, freedom fighter
Netaji Subash Chandra Basu?. World thinkers and writers like
Leo Tolstoy, Romain Rolland and Arnold Toynbee were also
influenced in one way or another by Swamijié.

Japan was sanctified by the visit of Swa miVivekananda,
although the details of this visit are, unfortunately, still to be
explored. Except for very limited information from other sources,
most of what we know about this subject is found in a letter
written by Swamiji on July 10, 1893 from Yokohama to Sri
Alasinga Perumal of the then Madras, a devotee and sponsor
for his trip to the U.S.A. Swamiji also wrote another letter on the

- Swami Medhasananda

same subject from Japan to the Maharaja
of Khetri in Rajasthan, another disciple,
which has not been traced to date.

Let us now furnish this first-hand
information about his visit to Japan from
the letter he wrote to Alasinga Perumal.
Among other things Swamiji writes:

“... From Canton | returned back to
Hong Kong and from thence to Japan. The
first port we touched was Nagasaki. We
landed for a few hours and drove through
the town. What a contrast! The Japanese
are one of the cleanliest peoples on earth.
Everything is neat and tidy. Their streets
are nearly all broad, straight, and regularly
paved. Their little houses are cage-like,
4 and their pine-covered evergreen little hills

form the background of almost every town
and village. The short-statured, fair-skinned,
quaintly dressed Japanese, their movements, attitudes,
gestures, everything is picturesque. Japan is the land of the
picturesque! Almost every house has a garden at the back, very
nicely laid out according to Japanese fashion with small shrubs,
grass plots, small artificial waters, and small stone bridges.”

“From Nagasaki to Kobe. Here | gave up the steamer
and took the land-route to Yokohama, with a view to see the
interior of Japan.”

“I have seen three big cities in the interior - Osaka, a great
manufacturing town, Kyoto, the former capital, and Tokyo, the
present capital: Tokyo is nearly twice the size of Calcutta with
nearly double the population.”

“No foreigner is allowed to travel in the interior without
a passport.”

“The Japanese seem now to have fully awakened
themselves to the necessity of the present times. They have
now a thoroughly organised army equipped with guns which
one of their own officers has invented and is second to none.
Then, they are continually increasing their navy. | have seen a
tunnel nearly a mile long, bored by a Japanese engineer.”

“The match factories are simply a sight to see, and they
are bent upon making everything they want in their own country.
This is a Japanese line of steamers plying between China and
Japan, which shortly intends running between Bombay and
Yokohama.”

“| saw quite a lot of temples. In every temple there are
some Sanskrit mantras written in Old Bengali characters. Only
a few of the priests know Sanskrit. But they are an intelligent
sect. The modern rage for progress has penetrated even the
priesthood. | cannot write what | have in my mind about the
Japanese in one short letter. Only | want that numbers of
our young men should pay a visit to Japan and China every
year. Especially to the Japanese, India is still a dreamland of
everything high and good ...”

As mentioned earlier, we have no detail of his travels in
Japan. For example: What temples did he visit? Who were the
priests he met? Who were the people Swamiji interacted with
and what impact had he left upon them?

Swamiji praised Japan and her people not only in
the letter quoted above, but on many other occasions in
private conversations as well. In his reminiscences Swami
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Akhandanandaji, one of his brother disciples, mentions a
reference to Japan when Swamiji told him that he had liked
a painting by a Japanese artist so much that he considered
buying it with what money he had for the trip to Chicago and
returning home! ®

Again while conversing with Priyanath Sinha, one of his
friends and devotees, in 1901, Swamiji said, “If | can get some
unmarried graduates, | may try to send them over to Japan
and make arrangements for their technical education there, so
that when they come back, they may turn their knowledge to
the best account for India. What a good thing that would be.”

Question: “Why, Maharaj, is it better for us to go to Japan
than to England?” (That was common during those days when
India was ruled by England).

Swamiji: “Certainly. In my opinion, if all our rich and
educated men once go and see Japan, their eyes will be
opened.”

Question: “How?”

Swamiji: “There in Japan, you find a fine assimilation of
knowledge, and not its indigestion, as we have here. They
have taken everything from the Europeans, but they remain
Japanese all the same, and have not turned European; while
in our country, the terrible mania of becoming Westernized has
seized upon us like the plague.”

Question: “Maharaj, | have seen some Japanese paintings;
one cannot but marvel at their art. Its inspiration seems to be
something which is their own and beyond imitation.”

Swamiji: “Quite so. They are a great nation because of
their art. Don’t you see they are Asians, as we are? ... The very
soul of the Asian is interwoven with Art. The Asian never uses
a thing unless there be art in it. Don’t you know that art is, with
us, a part of religion?” &

In an interview published in Hindu, a Madras newspaper,
in February 1897, again the topic of Japan appeared. Here is
a report of that interview: 7

Hindu: “What did you see in Japan, and is there any
chance of India following in the progressive steps of Japan?

Swamiji: “None whatever until all the three hundred
millions of India combine together as a whole nation. The
world has never seen such a patriotic and artistic race as the
Japanese, and one special feature about them is this, that while
in Europe and elsewhere Art generally goes with dirt, Japanese
Art is art plus cleanliness. | would wish that every one of our
young men could visit Japan once at least in his lifetime. It
is very easy to go there. The Japanese think that everything
Hindu is great and believe that India is a holy land. Japanese
Buddhism is entirely different from what you see in Ceylon. It is
the same as Vedanta. It is positive and theistic Buddhism, not
the negative atheistic Buddhism of Ceylon.”

Hindu: “What is the key to Japan’s sudden greatness?”

Swamiji: “The faith of the Japanese in themselves, and
their love for their country. When you have men who are ready
to sacrifice their everything for their country, sincere to the
backbone - when such men arise, India will become great in
every respect. It is the men that make the country! What is there
in the country? If you catch the social morality and the political
morality of the Japanese, you will be as great as they are. The
Japanese are ready to sacrifice everything for their country,
and they have become a great people. But you are not; you
cannot be, you sacrifice everything only for your own families
and possessions.”

Hindu: “is it your wish that India should become like
Japan?”

Swamiji: “Decidedly not! India should continue to be what
she is. How could India ever become like Japan, or any nation
for that matter? ...

It is clear from the above reports of Swamiji’s views on
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Japan that he had a firm belief that it would do good for Indians
if they imbibed the positive qualities of the Japanese without
abandoning their own national characteristics.

Here we see Swamiji not just in the role of a traditional
religious leader, but the mentor of a nation; not only thinking
in terms of spiritual regeneration, but also concerned with the
material rejuvenation of his country - a nation which had been
subjugated and was groaning under the exploitation of British
Imperialism.

Another remarkable incident took place while Swamiji
was in Japan which later proved to be momentous in the
economic and educational history of India - an incident about
which very few Indians have any knowledge of even today.
While in Japan, Swamiji had met Jamshedji Tata, the founder
of a higher institute of scientific research and also of a huge
steel factory. Perhaps they first met while staying at Oriental
Hotel in Yokohama in the second week of July 1893, and this
association continued for around another 10 days; that is,
from 14th July through 25th July, on their way to Vancouver,
B.C. since they were fellow passengers on the ship called “The
Empress of India’. &

Jamshedji was the sole exporter of Japanese made
matchsticks to India at the time. It is quite probable that since
both men were visionary, dynamic and patriots, they discussed
many important things for the uplift of India. But we can only
speculate, as again, any details of these conversations are
missing. We do know, however, from stories recollected by
Mahendranath Datta, Swamiji's younger brother, who had
obviously heard it from the latter, that Swamiji had advised
Jamshedii that instead of merely eking out a meager profit in
his present enterprise with Japan, he should start a match
factory in India which would provide employment to many of
his countrymen. It would also generate more income for him in
the process®. Remembering Swamiji's animated discussion with
him and later in observing the former’s spectacular success in
preaching Vedanta in the West, and the rejuvenating effect his
message had on the Indian people, upon his triumphant return
to India in 1897, Jamshedji wrote a letter to Swamiji dated
23rd November, 1898°. In it he requested Swamiji to take a
leadership role in materializing his plans for a ‘Science Research
Institute’, an idea that would meet with great difficulty from
the British. Although it was not possible for Swamiji to accept
such an offer, an editorial was written in the April 1899 issue
of Prabuddha Bharata, the English organ of the Ramakrishna
Order, highly appreciative of Jamshedji’s noble endeavor in all
probability at Swamiji’s bidding.

There is however another version of what transpired
between Swamiji and Jamshediji during the said voyage, given
in an address by none other than Dr. Abdul Kalam, the former
President of India and a celebrated scientist, at the “Youth
Convention’ and inauguration of the ‘Vivekananda Institute of
Value Education and Culture’ at Porbandar, Gujarat on January
12th 2006. It should be noted that the source of Dr. Kalam’s
information is not known to the present author. The relevant
extract from his address is as follows:

“...At this point let me share the meeting between Swami
Vivekananda and Jamshedji Nusserwaniji Tata during a ship
journey. It happened in 1893. A ship was sailing Japan to
USA. There were hundreds of people in that ship including two
significant personalities. Swami Vivekananda and Jamshedii
Tata were in that ship. Swamiji asked Jamshedji for what
mission he was traveling. Jamshedji said that he wanted to
bring steel industry to India. Swami Vivekananda blessed him.
He suggested steel technology had two components — one is
steel science and the other is manufacturing technology. What
can you bring to this country in material technology — you will
have to build material science within the country. Jamshediji
was thinking and thinking and made a decision. Earlier when
Jamshedji went to London he asked for technology transfer



for Steel Plant. UK steel manufacturers looked at Jamshedii
and said that if Indians make steel, Britishers will eat it.
Jamshediji crossed Atlantic Ocean, talked to Americans and
brought manufacturing technology for steel. And Tata Steel
was established in Jamshedpur in 1907 posthumously by his
able successor.

He seeded and worked for the steel plant. Jamshedii is
not there now, but 7 million tones per annum steel is rolling
out. The visionary Jamshedji gave one portion of his asset for
starting a science institute today known as Indian Institute of
Science at Bangalore.” (Note: This institute was finally set up
in 1905, one year after Jamshedii's passing away.)

“This institution as envisaged by Swami Vivekananda,
has one of the best material science lab., providing the best
of research results for development and production of material
for various R&D labs and industries. Also Indian Institute of
Science is a world class institution in various areas for physics,
aerospace technology, knowledge products, bio-science and
bio-technology. This is the one institution where convergence
of technology like bio-technology, information technology
and nano-technology is emerging. The results will have
tremendous influence in improving solar cell efficiency and
healthcare, particularly drug delivery system. This institution
also participated in the research and development of space
programmes, defense programmes and also many societal
missions.”

It is also interesting to note that Jamshedji once
mentioned to Sister Nivedita, Swamiji’s Irish disciple who went
to India and dedicated her life to implementing Swamiji’s vision
of education for the women of India, that the Japanese people
who had come across Swamiji were amazed by seeing the
striking similarity between Buddha and him. '

The possibility of a second visit to Japan arose when
Tenshin Okakura had gone to India to request Swamiji to take
part in a religious conference to be organized in Kyoto provided
he would agree. Okakura, born into a samurai family in 1862,
studied Buddhist scripture with a Buddhist priest and English
in an American missionary school. He had a special love for
traditional Japanese art and visited Europe and America as a
member of the Imperial Art Commission of Japan in 1886. Later,
he was appointed the principal of New Art School in Tokyo,
but when he was pressured to follow European art styles in
this institution he resigned and founded a new institute named
the Hall of Fine Arts attended by prospective young artists. 2

There was some background regarding Okakura’s
knowledge of Vivekananda that resulted in his request for
Swamiji to revisit Japan. Ms. Josephine Macleod, another
of Swamiji's committed American disciples and a resourceful
woman of varied interests, had come to Japan in March of
1901 to study Japanese art and took lessons from Okakura.
It was Macleod who actually acquainted Okakura with the
greatness of Swamiji's work and his success in the West.
Macl.eod’s dedication and love for Swamiji may have influenced
Okakura to make the trip to India to invite Vivekananda for
such a conference. Okakura himself became convinced that
a visit by Swamiji held the prospect of enhancing the image of
Mahayana Buddhism which he professed , and which he had
learned that Swamiji, too, held in high regard and, above all,
spiritual regeneration of Japan.

Accompanied by a young Japanese man named Hori —
who was leading a life of celibacy and wanted to study Sanskrit
and English in India — Okakura reached Calcutta in the first week
of January 1902 and met Swamiji on January 6, at Belur Math,
the recently established headquarters of the Ramakrishna
Order situated on the west bank of the river Ganga not far
from Calcutta, then the capital of British India. *® The image of
Swamiji he had formed from the words of Ms. MaclLeod was
not only corroborated, but strengthened at this encounter. He
wrote of his impression of Swamiji in the following letter:
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“...Coming to this place recently | have met Swami
Vivekananda. He is so great in spirituality and learning that he
is beyond comparison. | consider him to be the greatest man
of this age. Wherever you go (in India), you will not find anyone
who does not love and respect him ... ©

“The revered Swami is a very good speaker in English.
He is thoroughly conversant with both Eastern and Western
learning and has synthesized them. He teaches the Religion
of Oneness.

“I' would like to take him to Japan along with me when
| go back.”

Swamiji and his friends gave a reception for Okakura in
Calcutta on 12th January. '* Okakura implored Swamiji to visit
and help Japan regenerate spiritually. McLeod also very much
wanted Swamiji to accept the invitation which, she felt very
keenly, would have a lasting impact on Japan.

At this time, another invitation to visit Japan came to
Swamiji from an entirely different quarter, which was official and
from none other than the Japanese Emperor Mutsuhito himself.
Students of Japanese history know that it was during the
tenure of the Emperor Mutsuhito (1867 — 1912) that the epoch-
making Meiji restoration took place in 1868 and the process
of modernisation started in full-swing in Japan. Manmathanath
Ganguli, a disciple of Swamiji, who happened to be present in
the Belur Math, when this official invitation came, reminisced
thus: °

“It was about four in the afternoon, when one day the
Japanese Consul (from the Consulate, Calcutta) came to meet
the Swami at Belur. He was asked to be seated on one of
the benches inside the inner verandah when Swamiji generally
received his guests. He was informed of the honorable guest,
but he had to wait for some time before the Swami came down.
He took a chair near the Consul and the conversation took
place through an interpreter.

After the formal greetings, the Consul spoke to the
following purport: “Our Mikado (Emperor) is very keen to receive
you at Japan. He has sent me to request you to visit Japan
as early as may be convenient to you. Japan is eager to hear
about Hindu religion from your lips.”

Swamiji answered: “In my present state of health, | think
it will not be possible for me to visit Japan now.”

The Consul said: “Then, may |, with your permission,
inform the Mikado that you will go there sometime in the future
when your health permits?”

Swamiji said: “it is very doubtful whether this body will
ever be fit enough”

At the time, Swamiji was suffering from diabetes. His
body was quite emaciated”.

Now one wonders - What was the background of such
an invitation from the Japanese emperor? How did the emperor
come to know about Swamiji and become keen to invite
Swamiji and listen about Hinduism?

Had Okakura any role in this? But Okakura had never given
any inkling, anywhere in his correspondence or conversations
that he persuaded the Japanese officials to invite Swamiji.

Then, was the Imperial Government of Japan, being
informed by its Consul in Calcutta, about the visit of Okakura
and his plan to invite Swamiji to Japan for his participation in
a parliament of religions to be organised by the Buddhists,
was persuaded to invite Swamiji to Japan independent of the
invitation of Okakura?

Besides Okakura, there were a few more prominent
Japanese, according to our knowledge, who knew about
Swamiji and at least had some idea about his spiritual height and
magnetic personality. They were the Japanese representatives
of Shintoism, (which was then the state religion of Japan) and
Buddhism in the World Parliament of Religions held in Chicago
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in 1893, who witnessed the tremendous impact that Swamiji
had left, in the said Parliament. ®

Moreover, Daisetsu Suzuki, (1870 —1966), a celebrated
scholar who wrote a number of books on Zen-Buddhism
and Shin, in English and Japanese, mentioned with a note of
appreciation, in one of his recorded speeches that he knew
Swami Vivekananda during his stay in USA. Now, did one of
these persons mentioned above, inform the Emperor about
Swamiji and his greatness? These questions would have to
remain unanswered till we get new data on this subject.

Swamiji at times, became enthusiastic about these
prospective visits to Japan, but the next moment, he vacillated.

Meanwhile, on 27 January 1902 Swamiji took Okakura
with him on pilgrimage to Buddhagaya and Varanasi, a journey
Okakura enjoyed immensely. During his stay in Varanasi,
Okakura also paid a visit to the ‘Poor Men'’s Relief Association’,
a charitable hospital started by the followers of Swamiji, which
later grew as a full-fledged hospital, known as Ramakrishna
Mission Home of Service. Okakura recorded the following
comment on the visitor-book of the institution on 9th February
1902, along with his signature. “After visiting the institution, |
sign my name to express my deepest sympathy and gratitude
for the noble work of the Relief Association. May all works be
carried on in that spirit”.

It was at this time that Sister Nivedita, whom we have
already mentioned, introduced Okakura to the great poet
Rabindranath, who was already a celebrity in Bengal. Okakura
became closer to Rabindranath and other members of the
Tagore family, including Surendranath Tagore, a relationship
about which many are aware. On the other hand, Okakura’s
relationship with Swamiji was waning, especially when Swamiji
clearly expressed his inability to revisit Japan, considering
various practical difficulties including his failing health.

Itis true that both men had identical views on various issues
for example, the regeneration of Asiatic nations, Mahayana
Buddhism and aesthetic concepts, but it was gradually revealed
to each other that they had some fundamental differences in
their approaches to the highest ideal of life. Further, their level
of realising that ideal was also very different. Being himself a
realised soul of the highest order, Swamiji’s dedication to the
spiritual ideal based on renunciation (Nivritti marga — the path
of renunciation of desires) was total. But Okakura’s way was
the path of desire (Pravritti marga) and
he still had ‘love for the world’ which
becomes evident if one analyses his
personal life prior to his visit to India
and after'®. Moreover, Okakura had a
secret political agenda in uniting Asia
against European Imperialism, which
he did not reveal to Swamiji, who, as a
monk, scrupulously distanced himself
and his newly established Order from all
active politics. Nevertheless, Okakura
continued his relationship with Sister
Nivedita who edited ‘Ideals of the East’
(published in London, 1903) and ‘The
Awakening of the East’ (published in
Tokyo, 1939) written by him.

After spending eventful months
in India, Okakura returned to Japan
that same year in October, but would
not talk much about India upon
his return. But there is one special
occasion known to us when Okakura
urged his audience of 70 Japanese
historians to visit India at least once,
in an address lasting more than two hours, on the history of
Indian Art at the Academy of History, University of Tokyo, on
12 December 1902. ™©
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Tenshin Okakura

It is also worth mentioning that Swamiji made the following
significant remark on 4 July 1902, the last day of his mortal
existence, the context of which is not known to us: “l want to
do something for Japan.” 2° This shows that Japan occupied
his thoughts even to the end. Presumably, Swamiji's wish was
fulfiled partially, when a Vedanta Society, (now located in Zushi),
was started in Japan in 1959 by a group of devotees, and later
affiliated to the Ramakrishna Mission, as one of its accredited
branches in 1984.

The information furnished above shows that in promoting
the Indo-Japanese relationship, especially in the modern era,
while Okakura Tenshin was a pioneer on the Japanese side,
Swami Vivekananda was the preeminent Indian pioneer. This
relationship was strengthened by later visits and stays of other
prominent Indians, namely the poet Rabindranath Tagore, the
freedom fighters, Rashbihari Basu and Netaji Subhas Chandra
Basu, and the jurist Radhabinod Pal.

It is a pity that though many people in both India and
Japan are aware of the Tagore-Okakura connection and the
visit of Tagore to Japan, few indeed know the Vivekananda-
Okakura connection or anything related to Swamiji's visit to
Japan. In this backdrop it is heartening to observe that possibly
for the first time a contemporary Japanese government official
has recognized the pioneering role of Swami Vivekananda
when former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe made the following
respectful and appreciative references to Swamiji during that
very important policy speech on Indo-Japan relations, on 22nd
August, 2007, before the Joint Session of the Indian Parliament
during his recent visit to India. The references made by Prime
Minister Abe are as follows: 2’

“Today | have the great honour of addressing
the highest organ of state power in this largest
democracy in the world. | come before you on
behalf of the citizens of another democracy that is
equally representing Asia, to speak to you about my
views on the future of Japan and India.

“The different streams, having their sources in different
places, all mingle their waters in the sea.’ It gives me tremendous
pleasure to be able to begin my address today with the words
of Swami Vivekananda, the great spiritual leader that India gave
the world.”

“A number of times in history, Japan
and India have attracted one another.
Vivekananda came to be acquainted
with Tenshin Okakura, a man ahead of
his time in early modern Japan and a
type of Renaissance man. Okakura was
then guided by Vivekananda and enjoyed
also a friendship with Sister Nivedita,
Vivekananda’s loyal disciple and a
distinguished female social reformer ... ”

“I would argue that among many
contributions that India can make to
world history, there is first of all its spirit
of tolerance. | would like to quote, if |
may, Vivekananda again, part of the
conclusion of deeply meaningful remarks
he delivered in Chicago in 1893. He said,
‘help and not fight,” ‘assimilation and not
destruction,” ‘harmony and peace and
not dissension.’ ”

“If you insert these exhortations into
the context of the modern day, it is clear
that these words preaching tolerance
can hardly be considered relics of the
past. Instead, we can recognize that they now hold a tone that
is even more compelling than before.”

We may conclude this article with this observation that if



we were to analyse the trend of Indo-Japanese relationship in
recent years, it would be evident that what Swamiji had hoped
with regard to the outcome of the said relationship about a
century ago, is now actually taking place. While Japan has
been largely contributing to the material welfare of India, by
lending both financial and technical assistance, India is also
lending spiritual support to many people of Japan. People of
all ages visit the branches of Indian religious organisations in
Japan, including the Vedanta Society, take part in their different
programmes, throng in hundreds when any Indian religious
leader visits Japan, and also go to different ashrams and holy
places in India to seek peace and spiritual guidance. This is in
addition to the elderly Buddhist devotees, who usually go to
India, on pilgrimage for visiting places associated with Lord
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Buddha.

Indo-Japanese relationship is not restricted to the
economic and spiritual areas only, but also extends to the
cultural sectors — especially, the traditional health-care system
and performing arts.

Nevertheless, this relationship ought not to focus only
upon these two countries, but the ultimate perspective must
be global. Let us all combine our hands in promoting the Indo-
Japanese relations, at all levels, and in all sectors, with the
ultimate aim that a fully developed India and Japan would
contribute in making, what we may call, a fully developed world,
which was the vision of great minds like Swami Vivekananda
and Rabindranath Tagore.
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Allow me to call you a friend.
We must have been such in
some past birth. Your cheque
for 300 rupees duly reached and
many thanks for the same. I am
just thinking of going Japan, but
with one thing or another and
my precarious health, I cannot
expedite matters as I wish. Japan
to me is a dream ---so beautiful
that it haunts one all his life.

With all love and blessings, H‘
Vivekananda
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In Japan 1 made the acquaintance of Okakura
Kakuzu(Kakuzo) who had founded the fine arts Bijutsuin
school of painting in Tokyo. (Reminiscences of Swami
Vivekananda by Josephine MacLeod)
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He(Okakura) was very anxious to have Swami come
over and be his guest in Japan.
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One of the happy moments of my life was when after a
few days at Belur. Mr. Okakura said to me rather fiercely.
“ Vivekananda is ours. He is an Oriental. He is not yours.”
Then 1 knew there was a real understanding between these
two men. A day or two after, Swami said to me, “It seems
as if a long lost brother has come.” (Reminiscences of




Swami Vivekananda by Josephine MacLeod)
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India’s civilization links with Japan go back 15 centuries.
These links were born in an exchange of knowledge, a
meeting of minds and beating together of hearts, which led to
enduring exchanges and influence between these two ancient
civilizations and got reflected in the art forms, architecture and
literature of the two countries.

The earliest Indian theme in Japanese literature can be
found in the story of Rishyashringa that found place in the
Japanese folk tale, Konjaku Monogatari in the 11th century.

Buddhist literature, when it was introduced from India into
Japan, also brought along with it, various Indian legends, folk
tales and stories from the epics Ramayana and Mahabharata.
The story of Rishyashringa is very popular in India as parents
narrate this to their children depicting
him as an ideal man, known in Japan
as Sennin. Rishyashringa was a
d child, brought up in the hermitage
A of his father. In the process, he never
® got to see a woman and acquired
s supernatural magical powers. As
the kingdom of Anga was suffering
an unprecedented drought, the king
was advised to seek the help of
Rishyashringa. The king, following
the advice sent beautiful women
to Rishyashringa to make him to
visit the kingdom. Although aware of the design of the King,
Rishyashringa decided to help the people of Anga with his
powers. As soon as Rishyashringa entered the kingdom, it
was blessed with rains and the drought ended. This interesting
story can be found in Japanese literature in several versions.

Similarly, Indian legends of various apsaras found their
place in Japanese literature and theatre. The standard formula
being an apsara, who otherwise lived in heaven, would come
down to the earth, to atone for her mistakes or offences or
to seduce a sage with a view to disturbing his meditation.
Such popular legend is Tsuru
no Ongaeshi. Although this
story has several versions,
the broad outline is that an
apsara once flying in the sky
in the form of a crane gets
injured by a hunter’s arrow. A
farmer finds the injured crane
and takes pity on it and treats
its injury. The crane flies away. In the evening, a beautiful girl
comes to his home and requests him to allow her to stay
with him. He takes her as his wife and lives happily. The wife
prepares a wonderful dress for the farmer for the New Year.
It is so wonderful that it attracts everybody’s attention and
admiration. His friends and neighbors make inquisitive inquiries
about the source of the dress and advise him to get more
dresses made by his wife, so that he could make big money
selling them. The wife accepts the request, greedy though it
was, on the condition that he should not attempt to see her
while she weaves the dresses. Unable to resist the temptation,
the husband peeps into the weaving room only to find the
crane; he had earlier treated, doing the weaving. While he was
surprised to realize that the same crane had come back to him
as his wife to repay his kindness, the crane quickly takes the
form of an apsara. She explains that she had to spend some
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time on the earth as a result of a curse and now it was time for
her to return to the heaven. This story has become the recurring
theme of several theatrical and musical productions, including
the popular Noh play by a renowned playwright Zeami.

There are several such apsara stories throughout
Japanese literature. However, when these were introduced into
Japan, they were modified to highlight certain attributes and
values considered desirable in the Japanese cultural context.
For example, in the earlier story, compassion and the obligation
to repay kindness or a favor received have been underlined.

These stories and legends have played a significant
role over generations to teach children the dynamics of
inter-personal relations and desirable contact. Panchatantra,
the Indian compilation of stories for children has also been
translated into Japanese against this background.

The first Nobel Laureate in Asia, Gurudeva Rabindranath
Tagore, extensively interacted with the literary personalities in
Japan and helped introduce Japanese influences into Indian
literature through his various writings and teachings at the
Shantiniketan. In his earlier writings, while Tagore had also
portrayed ‘another world’ beyond this material world, one
discernable influence after his various visits to Japan was that
he had come to underline the need to have greater faith in this
life. Tagore was also responsible for promoting exchanges in
the field of art and it was he who encouraged Okakura Tenshin
and Yokoyama Taikan to visit his University at Shantiniketan,
to learn about the techniques being employed by the Bengal
Renaissance, which was then in full swing. Taikan and Tenshin
returned to Japan and helped to bring about a confluence
in art techniques and philosophies, inspired by what they
saw and learnt in India. It was around this time that Okakura
Tenshin founded the Japan Arts Academy, which like Tagore’s
Shantiniketan, was devoted to the preservation of the pristine
and beautiful art of Asia, which was something that both
Tenshin and Tagore fervently believed in.

The gentle message that was brought from India to Japan
both directly and through China and Korea was a message of
love, compassion and universal brotherhood. This message
led to a spiritual union between two countries. The evidence
of this union can be found in the many beautiful temples and
shrines that dot the splendid landscape of Japan.

Many centuries later there was an important link between
Goa on the west coast of India and Kagoshima in Kyushu.
This link was established by the intrepid pilgrim and traveler
St. Francis Xavier whose mausoleum is in Goa but in whose
memory stands a beautiful church in Kagoshima. Through
contacts between Japanese and Indian priests in Kagoshima
and Goa there was an exchange of knowledge and philosophy.

A further exchange of knowledge took place in the
second or third year of the Meiji era when Motokichi Tada a
retainer of the Tokugawa family was sent from Shizuoka to
Calcutta, Assam and Darjeeling to study the cultivation and
production of black tea.

At the end of the 19th century one of the greatest
pioneering industrialists of India J.R.D. Tata stopped in
Japan on his way to America to study the methods of rapid
industrialization in the country. In 1896 the first Japanese
Consulate opened in Bombay, the hometown of Tata.

By 1903 the India Japan Association had been founded.
This organization did pioneering work in the promotion of
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trade and cultural contacts between the two countries. The
second President of the India Japan Association was Okuma
Shigenobu, the founder of Waseda University and who served
twice as the Prime Minister of Japan.

It is significant that even as Prime Minister he retained
his position as the President of the India Japan Association. In
that capacity he received Rabindranath Tagore the great poet
and Universalist who visited Japan three years after winning the
Nobel prize for Literature — the first Asian to receive this honor.
Tagore was responsible for promoting exchanges in the field
of art and it was he who encouraged Okakura Tenshin to visit
his University at Shantiniketan and learn about the techniques
employed by the Bengal renaissance.

As a result of such cultural and commercial contacts,
trade between India and Japan at the outbreak of the second
World War grew several times and India was the third largest
trade partner of Japan after the US and China.

Before the outbreak of the Second World War several
Indian nationalists were inspired by Japan’s victory over Russia
in 1905 - the first defeat of a major European Imperial power
by an Asian nation.

Among the nationalists who came to Japan to seek

(Radhabinod Pal)
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inspiration and encouragement were Rash Behari Bose and
Subhash Chandra Bose. Rash Behari Bose married the
daughter of the Soma family and received invaluable support
from Mr. Toyama and the Nakamura family. He founded the
Indian National Army and also helped establish the first Indian
Restaurant in Shinjuku, called the Nakamuraya.

Subhash Chandra Bose later led the Indian National Army
actively supported by the Japanese government and people
and fought and died along with Japanese soldiers in parts of
Southeast Asia and indeed within India itself during the battles
of Imphal and Kohima in Northeast India.

After the war it would be recalled that Justice Radhabinod
Pal the Indian Judge in the Tokyo Tribunal was the only judge
who found the defendants, that is the leaders of Japan to be not
guilty. Pal based his judgement on grounds of international law,
the rule of evidence and the principles of fair play and justice.

The historical relationship between India and Japan has
been free of conflict or tension, ideological or territorial disputes.
This provides an excellent basis to build closer links between
our two countries. =

(Reprinted from Anjali 2003, 2004)
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il What Indian people should learn from Japan’s experience

2017

The year 2007 being ‘Indo-Japan Friendship Year’, many
cultural exchange programs are now in full swing between the
two countries. Many eminent Indian artists are visiting various
cities in Japan to present to Japanese audiences their excellent
performances in song, dance and the playing of musical
instruments. Meanwhile, many first-class Japanese artists are
visiting India to demonstrate their traditional skills and explain
their cultural precepts to Indian audiences. In addition, a large
number of Indian politicians, government officers, businessmen
and even military personnel are calling on their respective
Japanese partners and vise versa.

It is indeed gratifying me to observe these phenomena
as | have been always dreamt of realizing such exchanges
during my last half-century’s association with India. However,
to tell the truth, in spite of my constant efforts to persuade
Japanese politicians and businessmen to take more interest in
Indian affairs, | used to encounter very poor responses or even
indifference. It was not until two or three years ago that these
people started to change their attitudes and begin showing
their real interest in Indian politico-economic affairs, and this
was largely a result of the remarkable economic progress they
observed particularly in Indian IT.

The main reason for their negative attitude in the past
was their biased perception of Indian economic conditions.

Lack of sufficient infrastructure (roads, railways, sea/air
port facilities and electricity).

Frequent labor trouble.

Government policies unfavorable or unfair to foreign
investors.

Selfish attitudes of shrewd Indian business partners.

However, these reasons are nothing but a pretext to
conceal their lack of entrepreneurial spirit in opening up a
new business field in India. In fact, we can cite successful
examples of some pioneer companies like Suzuki Motor
Corporation (Japanese company) and Samsung Co. Ltd. or
Hyundai Motorcar Manufacturing Co. Ltd. (Korean company)
that overcame the hurdles presented by Indian economic
conditions.

Contrary to the situation mentioned above, we can see
a completely different picture in the Japanese academic circle.
Many Japanese scholars, young and old, have shown keen
interest in various aspects of Indian affairs, becoming specialists
in Indian language, literature, arts, history, philosophy, religion,
society and more. They number something over 500 now,
though that figure was less than 50 in the past when | first
landed in Calcutta after a month journey by British-Indian
cargo-cum-passenger ship from Yokohama in 1958. On the
other hand, to my knowledge the number of Indian scholars
currently specializing in Japanese affairs can hardly exceed 20.
Nowadays some economists predict that India’s population
will soon become the largest one in the world surpassing
that of China and her GDP will exceed Japan’s GPO within
a few decades. While | myself do agree with this prediction,
yet | wonder whether the aforementioned cultural or academic
imbalance between the two countries will ever be rectified at all.

This remark is not based on patriotic sentiment but rather
on my brotherly concern for the future of the Indian people. To
speak more precisely, | do not want to see the Indian nation to
repeat the same mistakes as the Japanese committed during
her postwar development. | sincerely wish that many Indian
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scholars would study thoroughly the whole process of Japan’s
postwar socio-economic development occurred under the
influence of the American regime.

Immediately after the end of Second World War in
1945, the socio-economic infrastructure of Japan was totally
transformed based on instructions from the US occupation.
Dissolution of the big financial combines (=zaibatsu), abolition
of the aristocratic class privileged by the state, revolutionary
agrarian reform by compulsory transfer of agricultural land
from big landowners to landless laborers, reform of the school
system and other major changes were enforced on us one
after another, not to mention the changing of our Constitution.

During the first stage of postwar development (1945-
1954), for the sake of securing minimum required food, the
Japanese people put all their energy into rehabilitating the
industrial and agricultural infrastructure totally destroyed by
daily air attacks by American bombers during the war time.
During the second developmental stage (1955-1964), they
worked very hard day and night to earn enough money for
clothing and housing. During the third stage (1965-1974), they
worked still harder to increase their income and succeeded in
doubling it. As a result most Japanese people became able
to purchase any sort of durable or non-durable consumer
goods produced either domestically or in any foreign country
— particularly in the U.S.A. In those days it was indeed a dream
for any Japanese to purchase American products which looked
like celestial goods to their eyes.

Thus, almost every Japanese family started purchasing
modern fashionable goods to furnish their small houses or
apartments and make a more comfortable life. To meet such
customers’ demands, every manufacturer, big or small, started
increasing its production and merchants intensified their sales
of various merchandise by promoting commercial advertising
through various media. TVs, electric cleaners, washing
machines, refrigerators, air-conditioners, pianos, motorcycles
and motorcars became daily necessities for virtually every
Japanese family. While such a dynamic industrial development
and economic progress brought about material satisfaction and
physical enjoyment to Japanese people dreaming of matching
the American lifestyle, it also thrust a harsh reality before
them. Namely they were confronted with various pollution. Air
pollution due to flue gas extraction or engine exhaust, water
pollution due to factory waste or domestic waste, and soil
pollution due to excess use of chemical fertilizer or insecticide/
pesticide — all became serious threats to health. Thousands of
people died and many more people still suffer from aftereffects
of various diseases caused by the above mentioned agro-
industrial pollution.

As many industrial, commercial and financial concerns
made enormous profits, both their CEOs and employees were
benefited from constant increases in remuneration or salary.
In this way Japan became the second largest economic giant
in the world next to the U.S.A. and secured the honorable
position of providing techno-economic aid to the developing
nations. Japan’s annual per-capita income surpassed that of
Americans and their individual savings became the highest in
the world. But the story did not end there. Alas! A sad story
started when a majority of Japanese people were not content
with their savings or earnings but became avaricious, seeking
to earn or save even more money. The most pathetic part of
this story is that many pursued their greedy desires even by



easy but dishonest means.

They committed many shameless acts including insider
trading, corporate donations to politicians or government
officials for unfair allotment of public works and expenditures,
embezzlement of public money, even dishonest anti-earthquake
designs and perfunctory inspections. Dishonesty has become
rampant throughout the Japanese society. Furthermore, some
Japanese people irritated by low bank interest withdrew their
savings from the bank and invested them in the stock market
or for a real estate. Youth did everything possible to avoid
physical labor like agriculture and construction work preferring
white-color desk jobs, which resulted in rapidly diminishing
agricultural populations in most rural areas. The Japanese seem
to have totally forgotten or given up their spirit of hardworking
and honesty and yield to the temptation to get rich quickly.
They have even started thinking that the more money they
accumulate the more they can secure their happiness. They
now consider that the value of a human being can be measured
by the amount of money he or she possesses. This is exactly
the way a majority of American people value human beings.
Thus, many Japanese people have adopted American ways of
thinking and lifestyles exactly as the U.S.A. occupation once
sought to enforce.

After the Second World War, the Japanese society
became for a time an ideal egalitarian society as almost all
Japanese people considered themselves to be the middle

What Indian people should learn from Japan’s experience

class. It is now shifting to a quasi-American model society
consisting of two classes of people — the rich minority and the
poor majority. There are still a good number of Japanese people
who are honest, kind, diligent, clean, aesthetic and pious. It
is also a fact that the average span of life and the literacy
rate of the Japanese nation ranks topmost in the world. It is
pity, therefore, to have to admit the recent deterioration of the
Japanese character observed recently — particularly during a
last two or three decades.

Our challenge now is to reverse the present current
flow of the Japanese society and restore the dignity of our
traditional self-respect. For that purpose the Japanese
should first remember and restore their two traditional
ethical principles in their minds and daily conduct- i.e. (1)
tusutushimi (= humbleness/ prudence/ contentedness) and
(2) mottainai(=frugality/ waste nothing and be grateful to the
Creator).

As stated earlier, | wish to repeat here sincerely that
the Indian people, who seem to be following a course of fast
economic progress similar to that the Japanese once pursued,
should learn a lesson from the latter lest they commit the same
blunder.

(Reprinted from Anjali 2007)
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i. Some Major Hindu Festivals

AU EDITE(RY)

English Original: Sudipta Roychoudhury ®X A T47%-O4FaHK1)
Japanese translation: Sudeb & Keiko Chattopadhyay ERXX AT J& BEF-Fyybn4'4(

Navratri / Dusshera: 19~28" September: The nine
nights festival of Navratri begins on the first day of Ashwin of the
bright fortnight. The festival signifies power, wealth, prosperity
and knowledge The nine days celebration in Tamil Nadu have
been equally divided for worshipping the three Goddesses
namely Lakshmi (the first three days are dedicated to the
Goddess of wealth and prosperity), Saraswati (the next three
days are dedicated to the Goddess of learning and arts) and
Durga (the last three days are dedicated to Mother Goddess,
Shakti). The tenth day or the Vijayadasami, is considered to
be a very important day when the idol of three goddess are
taken out in procession and immersed in a river or sea. The
tenth day of the festival is also known as Dusshera. Dusshera is
celebrated in various ways in different parts of India. In Mysore
the festival is celebrated by the famous gala procession of
richly bedecked elephants on the brightly lit streets of the city
where elephant carries goddess Parvati. In Varanasi, for ten
days period the great epic ‘Ramayana’ is shown to people on
stage as a drama. Dussehra is celebrated in Punjab after nine
days of fasting during Navratri while Garba dance and music
reigns the evenings and nights of Gujarat during the ten days
of the festival. In Himachal Pradesh, the festival is marked by
the grand processions of the village deities of the hill people.

Durga puja: 24~27 September 2009: Durga Puja is
widely celebrated in eastern part of India. It is not only the
biggest Hindu festival celebrated throughout the State, but
also the most significant socio-cultural event in Bengali society.
According to mythology Goddess Durga descends to the
Earth on Shashti and returns to her abode on Dashmi. The
clear blue sky, the cool pleasant air, the beautiful fragrance
of Shiuli (a type of flower of this season), the lush green fields
and chanting of mantras and shlokas of Goddess Shakti,
all sum up together to create the perfect ambience for the
celebration of Durga Puja, the greatest festival of the Bengalis.
The preparations for the festival are done way in advance as
beautiful pandals are build in different areas of the city. These
are mainly community pujas, which are mainly financed by the
local people or sponsorship from big corporate houses. The
people of Bengal start preparing for the festival from Mahalaya
(the starting of the festive season). They decorate homes, buy
gifts for friends and relatives and new clothes for themselves
and relatives for the festival. The shopping plaza and markets
are totally packed up from one month before the festival..
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Lakshmi Puja: 4" October: Lakshmi
Puja is another Bengali festival that is
celebrated in every household. Goddess
LLakshmi, the Goddess of wealth is worshipped
just after Durga Puja. Lakshmi is one of the
daughters of Durga who symbolizes wealth,
peace and prosperity. On a full moon night
people worship her at their homes and pray
for her bessings. Delicious Bengali Recipes
on Lakshmi Puja night are cooked and are
then given to Goddess Laxmi as an offering.
It is considered that Goddess Lakshmi visits
homes of the devotees and replenishes them with wealth.

Diwali / Kali Puja: 17" October2009: The festival
of Diwali is the festival of lights and is celebrated with great
excitement by all Indians all over the world.After dark every
city, town, village are turned into a fairyland
—every home and public building is illuminated
with many oil lamps and electric lights. This
night most of all hindus worship Lakshimi,
the goddess of prosperity, however in West
Bengal, they worship Kali, the goddess of
strength. Diwali is also the noisiest of all Indian festivals as
countless fire crackers explode through out the night.

Makar Shankranti/Gangasagar mela: 14"
January2010: Makar Sankranti is celebrated in the last day
of the Bengali month of Poush. In Bengal, this day is one of
the most auspicious time of the year. Thousands of pilgrims
from different parts of the country gather at Gangasagar, the
point where the holy river Ganges meets the sea, to take a
dip and wash away all the earthly sins. Makar Sankranti falls
on the day of the year when the sun-considered the king of all
grahas (planets)-is in the rashi (zodiac sign) known as Makar
(Capricorn).

Saraswati Puja: 20" January 2010: Saraswati puja
is celebrated through out the country. The
Goddess of knowledge is revered among the
students and learned who strictly follow all
the rituals to worship her. The festivities that
accompany Saraswati puja is a part of the
social celebrations. Young girls are seen in yellow
saris. Pushpanjali (offering of flowers along with
mantras) are offered. Bright palash flowers are
offered that are a part of the worship. Young
people enjoy the day with each other. Cultural
programmes are staged at night. The Goddess
who is the patron of music, culture and learning
is revered by singers and musicians with great
devotion.

Some Major Hindu Festivals
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Some Major Hindu Festivals

Holi / Bosonto Utsob: 13t March 2010: Holi is
associated with Lord Krishna who used to
play with colors with Radha and Gopis. Holi

or creed. However, each region celebrates
it according to their culture and traditions.
Holi has its own charm in Visvabharati
University (established by Rabindranath
Tagore) where it is celebrated in an unique
way. The girl students of Shantiniketan dress up in saffron saris
and wear fragrant garlands. They sing and dance before their
teachers and guests. The show concludes with the smearing
of colour powder on one another’s foreheads..

Liquid colours are totally forbidden

Rama Navami: 24 March 2010: The birth anniversary
of Lord Rama is celebrated in the month of Chaitra (which
usually falls in March or April according to the Hindu calendar)
and is also known as Ramnavami. It is celebrated with great
devotion across the nation and every region has its own regional
significance behind the celebration. The public worship starts
with morning ablutions, chanting Vedic mantras dedicated to
Vishnu, and offering flowers and fruit to the god. People keep a
fast throughout the day, breaking it only at midnight with fruit. In
some parts of India, especially Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, public
gatherings called satsangs are organised to commemorate
the birth of Rama. The pilgrims flock the temples of Ayodhya
in Uttar Pradesh, where Rama was born and Pondicherry to
participate in Ramnavami festivities.

Charak: 14" April: Charak puja is a traditional Bengali festival
celebrated mainly in the rural areas. The groups of men and
women, who take up this ‘Brata’ or the time bound ritual, have
to go through a month long fasting from sunrise to sunset, live
strictly on fruits & perform the daily worship in order to get the
‘blessings of the lord. On the day
of the ‘Charak' or the 'Gajan’, as it
is also called, bamboo stages are
made on bamboo poles, the height FESEEE
ranging from 10 to 15 feet. What '
follows is a macabre yet fascinating |
spectacle.

After the month long penance the
devotees step up the high bamboo
stage & hurl themselves forward.
The ground on which they fall is
embedded with glass, thorns,
knives & other devious weapons. But the devotee escapes
unhurt! The blessing of the god keeps him safe from all the
possible harms.

Kumbha Mela: 14-28" April 2010: It is one of the
most major fairs in India which

takes place every three years, at
Haridwar, Allahabad, Nasik and Ujjain
alternatively. Each twelve-year cycle
includes the Maha (great) Kumbha
Mela at Prayag, attended by millions of §
people, making it the largest pilgrimage
gathering around the world.

pitcher of nectar. According to Hindu s
Mythology, thousand of years ago
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when human history was in its first phase, a battle of existence
was fought between good and evil forces. The pitcher was the
final outcome of the battle. Millions of Hindu feel even today
that there is probably nothing holier than a “Kumbha Snan”- a
dip in the holy waters at the time of Kumbha.

Rath Yatra: 2 July 2010: Rath Yatra is a huge
festival associated with Lord Jagannath held at Puri
in the State of Orissa, India, during the month of June &«
(Rainy Season). Most of the city's society is based |
around the worship of Jagannath with the ancient fs==g
temple being the fulcrum of the area. The festival §
commemorates Lord Jagannath's annual visit to his §
aunt's home. '

Raksha Bandhon (Rakhi): 13® August 2010: Rakhi
is basically a sacred thread of protection embellished
with the love and affection of a sister for her brother.
This day is also known as Raksha Bandhan and %
celebrated on the full moon day of the Hindu month 5

=
of Shravana in India. This frail of thread of Rakhi is
considered as stronger than iron chains as it binds #® T
the most beautiful relationship in an inseparable bond -

of love and trust.

Janmasthami: 22~ aAugust 2010:
Janmashtami celebrates the birth of
one of the most famous Gods of Hindu
religion, Bhagwan Krishna, on the eighth
day (Ashtami) in the month of Sravana or
Savana. The idol of lord is bathed with
Panchamrit (A mixture of milk, ghee, olil,
honey and Gangajal). The Panchamrit is
later distributed as Prasad to the devotees
along with other sweets. While some fast
on the first day and break it at midnight
for others the fasting continues for both days. The period
coincides with rainy season.

Ganesh Chaturthi: 1+ September 2010:
Ganesh Chaturthi is the celebration of the
birth day of Lord Ganesha, one of the most
important Gods of the Hindu Mythology. It is
a festival, which is observed throughout the
country. Especially in Maharashtra this festival
has a special significance and it is celebrated
with great enthusiasm and joy. On the day of
the festival Hindus performs pujas at temples
and even at homes. Fasting, feasting and distribution of
sweets mainly laddoos ate offered to him. After the festival
is over they immerse the idols in the nearby water body,

which are sacred.

(Reprinted from Anjali 2009)
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Japanese Original: Keiko Chattopadhayay
SR -FH4  English translation: Meeta Chanda

September
Shuubun no hi- Autumn Equinox- Sept.23

This national holiday is to show respect and honor to our
ancestors, Autumn Equinox day falls in between the Autumn
Equinoctial week i.e. higan.

October

Jyuugoya - 3 Oct
In Japan from old days, there is a custom to watch
and appreciate the mid autumn Harvest moon that
is called Otsukimi (viewing the moon). According to
Japan'’s lunar calendar 15" night of the 8" month is
the day to appreciate the full moon on one hand, and
on the other hand is the festival before the harvest
time to show one’s gratitude to the first ears of rice or
crops or harvest of the season. Around the 9" month
Taro potatoes are harvested and given as offerings for
that its also called “imo no mei tsuki”. Present days
its popular style of “dyuugoya” to eat round dumpling
that looks like a full moon, which has the power or
charm against the evil spirits.

Jyuusanya- 30thOct - 13" night of the 9™ lunar month

From ancient times, in Japan, according to the
Japan'’s old calendar, along with the 15" night of 8"
lunar month, one more i.e. 13" night of 9" lunar month’s moon
is honored as a beautiful moon. Although the event for the
mid autumn moon i.e “Juugoya” originally came from China.
But this moon viewing event of “Juusanya” is unique custom
of Japan only.

Generally it is believed that it is not good to view only one
of these two days moon. If someone is viewing the moon of
“Juugoya”, one should definitely view the moon of “Juusanya”.
Jyuusanya moon is also called chestnut moon or beans moon.
As this time chestnuts and beans are offered to the God.

During “Juusanya” the sky stays clear, without any clouds in
contrast with “Jyuugoya” when the sky usually remains cloudy.

November

Shichi go san- 15" Nov- Festival (shrine visit) by
children of 7-5-3years old.

This function is celebrated for the growth of children,
on this day 3yrs old boys and girls, 5yrs old boys and
7 yrs old girls, wearing their special clothes, holding
red and white candy, along with their families they
visit various temple or shrine. Generally, photographs
are taken to commemorate the event. The children
carry red and white stick candy as an expression of
healthy growth and longevity.
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Japanese Festivals

December

From olden days many different arrangements are done to
welcome the New Year, starting from cleaning cobwebs, pine
decorations near the entrance, decoration of sacred straw rope,
preparing New Year’s special food (sechi ryouri) etc. In present
days, this has become an event like Christmas.

Oomisoka - 31%tDec - New Year’s Eve.

In the New Year’s Eve it's impolite to sleep as its time to welcome
the New Year. It seems all through the night people do many
activities to stay awake. On New year’s eve everybody eats
noodles (toshikoshi soba) to wish for longevity.

From New Year’'s Eve to New Year, the temple bells rung for
108 times.

It is said that human beings are made of 108 worldly desires,
or bad thoughts. With each bell rung, it cleanses each bad
thought and enter the New Year.

January
Oshougatsu- 1%t Jan- New Year

New Year is the turning point of a year, its time to welcome
Toshigamisama (ancestors who gave the people on earth life and
always protect them from heaven) for that the entrance of the
house is decorated with pine decorations called “Kadomatsu”,
a pair of mirror shaped Ricecakes are offered to the God, food
prepared before for the New Year
is eaten (Sechi Ryouri). Kids receive
(otoshidama) gift for the New Year in
the form of money or gift, from the
elder’s of a family. At present days
also, the traditions and customs
are followed in the same way as in
the old days. Everybody does first
shrine or temple visit of the New
Year, to pray and worship for safe
and healthy living throughout the
year. Various events and functions
are performed on the first three days
of the New Year. At present times,
it seems the way changed a lot, of
enjoying and spending the New Year. In old times people used
to spend or pass the time of New Year’s Day, at leisure to
heal the tiredness, sitting together with relatives and relaxing.
Ganijitsu is national holiday to celebrate the beginning of the
New Year.

Hatsuhinode is the first Sunrise of the New Year. People usually
go to see the sunrise of 13t Jan, and pray for the whole year’s
good luck. Gantan is the activities done for the whole morning
till noon of 1st Jan. Gantan word isn’t used for the afternoon
activities.

First Dream seen in the New Year is called Hatsuyume. From
ancient times, it’s believed that the contents of the first dream
tells the fortune for the whole year. Mainly, a dream seen on
1st or 2nd night of Jan is Hatsuyumse.It’s said that the best
dreams to see are of the Mount Fuiji, Mount Aitaka(a.k.a. Mount
Ashitaka), and Brinjal. These mountains are the first and second
highest in Japan. In old times, during the New Year, brinjals were
sold at very high price. The common thing in these three is the
word“high”. Its time for a break, after enjoying various activities
of the New Year. 7" Jan is the day to eat Nanakusagayu i.e
porridge made of seven (types of herbs) items. This is the
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custom to keep oneself healthy for the whole year
without getting sick. As its very good for digestive
system, it gives rest to the tired stomach after all
the New Year celebrations.

11" day is the day to eat the rice cakes presented
to the God during New Year. It's eaten with either
Zoni or Shiruko. Shiruko is a dark, sweet thick soup
made with red beans, and pieces of ricecakes in
it. Zoni is a soup containing one or two rice cakes,
shiitake mushrooms, fish, meat, chicken etc. This
is a perfect family event.

Seijin no hi - Coming of age day.

It's the day to celebrate being 20 years old, and awareness of
adulthood and capable of surviving by self. From 1984 when
it started till 1999 it was celebrated on 15" of Jan. But from
2000 it became Happy Monday so every year’s 2" Monday of

January is celebrated as Coming of Age day.

February

Setsubun - 3 Feb - Setsubun is the day of
“Mame maki” means bean throwing day. Fill in
the roasted Soya beans in a container, and throw
it out of the house through the window, while
chanting “Oni wa soto, Fuku wa uchi” means
go away evil spirits and good luck come in. It is
said that after finishing throwing, if you collect as
many beans as of your age and eat it, you will

stay healthy for that year. This ceremony is done to drive
away the evil spirits and diseases and bring happiness and
good health in a family.

March

Hinamatsuri ( momo no sekku ) - 39 March -
Girl’s Day( Doll festival)

This festival is celebrated for praying and
wishing for the good fortune, happiness, and
growth of one’s girl child. The households
where daughters are present, they decorate
dolls in their house from the mid of Feb
and wrap up everything as Hinamatsuri
festival ends. There is superstition that if the
wrapping up of dolls is too late, then there

will be problems or trouble in the marriage of their
daughter. In this festival, the multi tiered doll stand is decorated
mainly with Emperor, Empress doll in central position with many
other set of dolls, decorated with Peach flowers. Then white
wine, rice cakes and soup made of clams are presented as an
offering to the god praying for the healthy and sound growth
of their daughter.

Shunbun no hi- Vernal (spring) Equinox Day

It is the day for praising the Nature and its living things. This
holiday is announced in

the previous years official gazette, by the cabinet. On Vernal
Equinox Day, day and night are equal same as Autumn Equinox
Day in Sept. Three days before, and three

days after this day, in total seven days is called “Higan” i.e.



DAV IEZF W, SHEEEREOWHITIEESVET, F-
AE, TOFRNNLELETOT, [ EOF A EFE
EhET, T00, AT HOZEEZHVWESVET
HEENHYES, TG ICIVETOEWNTHYET
DOAETHE, BIXE H 71 EEE, WRVER %
LI FIETHOINERTES ST AELEH-T
WET,

9 A

MOIEE RDTD ., B
| BERFE TILERIC
HNTIERVZLEY, 4
H 8 RiT Bk DREA:
Ho #EAEZHLIRD, Th
BBV TT,

A
ZELOH GRFOHIA]) 5H

FHE7- B D) R AR SR FE AL
9H T, 1948FICERDOIKHE L7220 F
L7=28, BrRS08 o B T, :
5 H 5 BT HEEC o6 4 o Hia) & i |
N, BOTORITLE, BOTOWHE
FRETIZEDIMZZVDIENE LT, F
DOHINZIEA L 72RO R IED N2 A
DEJ, RITITEZFHFICIVFEOFIC
HNAI=F 27D VDIENLHF
T, 2O IR A, KE LRI
HEINTWAETHFDIEL ANTZE ST
AVET, OB LA BFORIZEEZ DD H
FEXERET,

N
HEAATIEROMRBAHYEEA,

B0

TH LA G8A TaE, ERnEIbivEY, B
AROELELVD LT, BIFRMIZITER
BBl RERNBATITETHD
HONZNEHTT, 2720, ik
Lo TEDREIRITH FVR I
T, BAEVIT— AR (FAL
W) AT TIF RO RITERL
o TWET, EVbif,. SHDIHA
DIEFHIZ IS AT B AR ITIRA DI
HLNE72D | BRALFTOZ2 2L
NEDHEREEBRERNS DD H 5
5T,

HARDITE

Japanese Festivals

equinoctial week, when Buddhist services are held. When the

week starts, 1%t day is called “higan no hairi” i.e. start and the
last day is called “higan no ake”, end of higan. As the Autumn
Equinox and the Vernal equinox day falls in the middle day
of the Equinoctial week its called “Higan chunichi”. From old
days, during this week, it is a custom to visit the graves of
ancestors to pay respect to their departed soul. This custom
differs according to one’s area but at least this custom still
remains to offer rice cakes, dumplings, norimaki (vinegar rice
rolled in seaweed), and inarizushi are offered on Buddhist alter,
and also eaten by the family members.

April
Hanami

This is a ceremony to watch the Cherry blossom, by visiting
hills and fields, bringing box lunch, alcohol, and having fun with
friends under the cherry tree.

8" April is celebrated as Buddha'’s birthday, celebrated by
praying and worshipping God Buddha.

May

Kodomo no hi - May 5" - Children’s Day (boy’s day
! celebration)

This day is celebrated for the sound health and growth
of children. Although since 1948 this day became a
national holiday, this day was being celebrated from
ancient times.

Traditionally, this day is also called the “Boy’s day”. The
households with male child, usually hang Koinobori
(Carp fish made of cloth ) outside their house and
dolls of famous military commanders, or great man
are decorated inside the house. These days due to
the residential circumstances miniature Koinobori is
also there to decorate inside the house. On this day
everybody takes bath by putting Iris leaves in bathtub to cleanse
oneself from diseases. Eat Kashiwamochi, i.e. rice cakes

with beans inside and covered with Kashiwa leaves.

June
At present there are no national holidays in this month.

Natsu Matsuri- Summer Festival

In Japan, summer festival takes place from the end of July to
the early August. It seems the Japanese
Summer Festival, therefore, the actual
Natsu Matsuri events lost its solemnity.
Now it just remained as a gorgeous
function. Especially, the Summer
Festival which comes during the O-Bon
period, is the homecoming season when
everybody returns home to meet their
loving ones, everybody is in festive mood
and celebrate the union. The Bon odori
(Dance) that's done during this festival.
In Heian Period the holy priests started
connecting the event of dance on the
Buddhist prayer with other functions of O-Bon, to welcome
the spirit of the deceased, and do memorial services for the
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dead people. Generally, in the middle of the open space stage
is built, on top of that the singers stands and sing marching
songs and the participants dances around the stage in similar
stepping. In the past, this event continues for the whole night,
whereas in recent years it performed till late night.

One thing that reminds us of the summer season is Hanabi,
watching fireworks at summer night. At different areas and
places Firework displays are done at large scale these are
called Hanabi taikai. Fire crackers are of different shapes, sizes
and styles.

Omikoshi- Portable shrine

Omikoshi means a carriage for God. At the time of festival,
people carry the God in Palanquin and visit many places. That’s
why

people are not allowed over the portable
shrine. At different regions, different special
types of portable shrines are there which are
carried over from generation after generation.
As this is just a miniature of actual shrine
that’s why its called “Portable Shrine”. The
carriage in which people are allowed to ride
are called daashi. At the time of festival, on
one hand daashi is used as a carriage for
God, on the other hand when the God is
visiting outside daashi acts as a guidance.
Generally, Daashi is a carriage with wheels, pulled by ropes and
people march along with that. Some people dance and beat
drums on top of it. In Kansai region its called danijiri, in different
regions its called in different names.

July

Tanabata 7" July — Tanabata is the festival of stars celebrated
on the night of 7" July. According to legend the two lover
constellations Vega and Altair of our Milky Way, who are
separated for the whole year are permitted only on this day
to meet. Children and adults respectively write their wishes
on a strip of paper and decorate with some other ornaments
together, and hang it on a bamboo branch. On the 6" night this
twig or branch is decorated in entrance, or the rear garden of
one’s house. Then on 7"it is

cast in the river or ocean to be taken away by the God. These
days due to environmental pollution problem it is difficult to
cast it in the river.

Obon - 15" July - The festival of dead

From ancient times this event is originated from the belief that
the spirit of ancestors return back from their world to their
home to spend some time together with their family. After
having some good time they return to their world. On 13" night
everybody put welcoming fire to receive the returning spirits of
their ancestor. In this duration priests and monks are invited to
do memorial services for the dead. On 16" evening ceremonial
bonfire is done for seeing off the honorable ancestors spirits on
the final night of O-Bon.
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August
At present there are no national holidays in this month.

September
Chouyou sekku - 9" Sept - Chrysanthemum Festival

It is the festival to pray to chrysanthemum for longevity.
This celebration to pray for eternal youth and prosperity
was introduced from China in the Heian period. At that time
chrysanthemum was thought to be a symbol of longevity.
Starting from Nara period (710-794CE) parties and banquets
are held in temples and imperial court for the admiration of
chrysanthemum. During Heian period, under ideological
influence from China, exchange of chrysanthemum soaked
alcohol to cleanse or purify ill feeling became popular. Since
there is about a month’s difference between the lunar and solar
calendar, according to the solar calendar followed now this is
not the season for chrysanthemum. This is one reason why it
is not very well known today and very few actually celebrate
the occasion.

(Reprinted from Anjali 2009)
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il Cultural Background of Japanese Communication Style

2017

- Ranjan Gupta

Stylized communication

In the preface of his book, “The Japanese have a Word for It”, Boye Lafayette De Mente wrote the following paragraph.

“The highly stylized, minutely structured nature of Japanese culture that developed over the centuries molded the language
to fit and sustain the social and political system that evolved. The psychology of the system became imbued in and expressed

by the language to a degree seldom seen in other cultures.”1

Having said this, there exist a lot of controversies regarding uniqueness of Japanese society and its culture. Japanese
generally believe that they have a very different culture from rest of the world and it is not all that easy for a foreigner to empathize
the differences. While many foreigners accept this point, some are reluctant to do so. According to them, most of the so called
unique Japanese traits can also be noticed in other culture as well. For example, use of “Tatemae” or fagade as opposed to
Honne (expressing one’s real feeling) commonly used in daily conversation in Japan can be observed in many other cultures. The
difference may be in terms of its extent of use. They also think that in order to maintain a harmony and smoothness in dealings,
be it in social or business contexts, many people essentially use a fagade to carefully disguise their true feelings. We will discuss
this specific topic in little more details later; however the point to be noted here is that these differing opinions make it extremely

difficult and confusing to make any conclusive judgment on Japanese culture and its effect on communication.

A journey from dream to fascination

Living in Japan for nearly three and half decades, it was an intriguing experience to know Japanese culture from a close
proximity. Apparent contradictions in the culture got revealed from time to time making me ever confused. On one hand | could
see a perfect order throughout the society, epitomized by their overwhelming hospitality, exquisite personal manners, kindness,
and bright smile with gracious bow. On the other hand, | could also see insurmountable insularity of the society. Dealing with
a way of ‘thinking beyond logic’ also became challenging. So | started the quest of de-codifying cultural DNA of this society to

appreciate reasons for many “why” and “how”.

In Swami Vivekananda’s words “fascination is the opposite of anything that takes you suddenly; it throws on you, as it was
a charm imperceptibly”. | think that is a process, which works silently in the background just as the dew forms on the ground
unnoticeably. Perhaps this is how, many foreigners living in Japan for long period get fascinated to this land without much
conscious effort. Close contact with Japanese in daily life teaches one to expect the unexpected. It can be stimulating to work

out the reasons and emotions behind the unexpected words or deeds. Failure to fathom the background can be frustrating.

In the following sections | will attempt to explain some fundamental concepts of Japanese culture, in which | personally
believe the verbal and non-verbal Japanese communication, are deeply enrooted. The list is however neither exhaustive nor
prioritized in terms of its importance. The scholars might even discard the proposed relationship. | have tried to back up my
analysis with some fact, but essentially it is my personal opinion based on direct experience of living in Japan as a student,

employee and entrepreneur.

Cultural roots - few fundamental concepts
Vertical society (Tate shakai)

According to sociologist Chie Nakane, the characteristics of Japanese society in general and the attitude and behavior of
the individual in particular can be explained by the concept of vertical society. In Japanese society, the people are ranked in a
hierarchical order having emperor at the top, down to the lowest individual level. In traditional hierarchical Japan, the use of the
language and etiquette were primarily decided based on one’s relative coordinate in the society. People had to know their position
in the society and abide by a multitude of laws and customs which were ritualized over ages. Even today, many Japanese follow
the same pattern of behavior which was created generations ago, and still remains an integral part of the educational institutions,

the commercial organizations and the government.

Equality versus Fairness

Unlike In the west where a senior executive (cxx) of an organization takes much of the credit of the achievement that happens
during her/his tenure, the Japanese counterparts fully acknowledge the contribution of rank and file. Thus the expression minasan
no okage de is so very common in Japan. The literal translation goes like “It’s all because of you”. In practical terms this idea is
implemented in the calculation of paycheck of senior executives of Japanese corporations. While inequality is also increasing in
Japan, still it can be said that, there is much less disparity of income between the senior executives of a Japanese organization
and its rank and file as compared to that of an American organization. Some people say that fairness is a very important basic
value in US. This means capability is the yard stick, and it is absolutely fair to pay more to someone who has higher capability.
On the contrary, Japan believes in overall equality. Irrespective of their rank within each hierarchy, the Japanese treat one another

as fellow human beings.

According to an article in The Wall Street Journal on Feb9, 2015 by Jacob M. Schlesinger, Emmanuel Saez, an economist

at the University of California, Berkeley said that,

“Japan is generally a country with low pretax income inequality because pay, and especially executive pay, is very regulated
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through company norms and seniority pay scales.” In the U.S., the ratio of average CEO pay to average worker pay is 354, the
highest in the world, while Japan’s is 67, one of the lowest, according to a compilation of global comparisons by the AFL-CIO
union federation.

Facade (Tatemae)

Tatemae or facade is a rare art to deliberately disguise one’s true feelings by putting on a nice face to most of the verbal
behavior. By not putting harsh words or not disagreeing bluntly, Japanese avoid hurting or offending each other. Use of this art
is mandatory for the Japanese while dealing with visitors and superiors. It is very befitting in the everyday life of a conflict avoiding
Japanese society which is already filled up with degrees of civilities, courtesies, and elegant humility.

While Japanese naturally understand that at times words can just be words without much to expect, foreigners are vulnerable
to misunderstand the situation. As a matter of fact, an unintended expectation gets created and words are misread as promise.
In the worst situation when they realize that those were not promise at all, they lose their trust. Personally, | have encountered
many such occasions. Foreigners who come to explore business opportunities in Japan and meet a group of Japanese for the
first time generally get an impressive royal treatment. This apparently may create a lot of hope to have an immediate business
relationship. However, in most cases it doesn’t happen that way. One can at the most expect that some business relationship
might start sometime in the future, not necessarily immediately or not even on the intended subject.

Elegance in guessing

Stylized communication in Japanese culture gives tremendous value in elegant guessing over blunt conversation. Let’s
look at the famous episode of Ota Doukan and Yamabuki.

General Dokan had ridden from Chiyoda (Edo) Castle to go hawking. He had gotten as far as Ogose village in Saitama
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when an unexpected storm broke forth. He reined aside his horse at the doorway of a roadside inn, which was so run-down it
looked like a haunted ruin. A serving maid came to the door. General Dokan called to her, requesting the loan of a grass raincoat.
She hurried away & returned to him with an open fan, upon which laid a Yamabuki flower, presenting this with extravagant courteousness.
Dokan expressed himself angrily at the nonsensicality of her actions. He returned to Chiyoda Castle soaking wet, and in a bad
mood. Later his old retainer explained to Dokan, “That maiden intended to remind you of the poem ‘Yamabuki-no-Mino,’ for the
word mino (grass raincoat) also means ‘fruit.”” Then the old retainer sang, “(Nanae yae hana wa sakedomo, yamabuki no mi no
hitotsu da ni naki zo, kanashiki)”The Yamabuki enriches our house with flowers, yet there is sadness here, as these riches are
an illusion. Our flower does not bear a fruit.”

The story is an extreme form of disguised communication where the lady instead of directly saying that they didn’t have a
grass raincoat brought a bunch of Yamabuki flowers for Ota Doukan to guess how poor they were. Even in the present days,
Japanese love to speak in subtle way.
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Passing indirect message

Little girl practicing piano at home

Your little daughter is so
brilliant. With the hard
work she puts till late
night, it is no wonder
that she would make
such progress in just few
months.

Meighbor
I am very sorry that she is such a nuisance, practicing till late
night without consideration for others. | assure you she will
not do it again.
Mother
Haragei

Haragei is a form of rhetoric that is intended to express real intention and true meaning through implication. This form is
known as Haragei in Japan where it appears as a concept in interpersonal communication and martial arts. Literally translated,
the term means “stomach art”, and it refers to an exchange of thoughts and feelings that is implied in conversation, rather than
explicitly stated. One may ask why such special form of communication is at all needed. This can be explained using a simple
analogy. Say if 10 people have to live their life in a small room and yet want to maintain some level of harmony, they need to do
lot of adjustments and cannot afford to pick up fights on an ongoing basis. Similarly, Japan being a small and closed country,
| think they had to master a special skill of communication which helps them to keep harmony and overall peace in the society.

(Ishin Denshin) Tacit Understanding/Mind-to-Heart Communication

| still remember a revealing incident which happened when we just came to Japan. A 6-7 years old kid of our neighbor
used to come to our house to play with our kids. Sometimes she would eat dinner with our kids. One day | heard her saying
to our children that we Japanese hold knife and fork this way. It sparked my curiosity to understand how a 6-7 years old child
could confidently generalize something for the whole nation. | could learn how the training begins from infancy, which includes
everything from how to eat, how to bow, and how to pay proper respect to seniors, even how to use a knife if you run a sushi shop.

Japan seems to be a huge extended family which was deliberately subjected to virtually the same cultural influences for
generation after generation. Someone told me that on any day of the year, any public school in whole Japan will be teaching the
same page of the same book.

As a result of this homogenization, the Japanese develop the ability to understand each other with only a few cryptic,
words and to anticipate thoughts and actions as if they could read each other’s minds. | feel that may be with little exception,
most of the Japanese are always tuned to the same wavelength. A common concern among Japanese to outsource its software
development to offshore vendors is that they have to put enormous efforts to explain each and every minute detail to a foreigner.
However, a local Japanese vendor will require much less explanation. There is a commonly used Japanese expression to explain
this phenomenon, which is ichi ieba ju wakaru. This means that if one point is explained to the Japanese, they will understand
10 related points. It is like a silent broadcasting.

Viewpoint of an insect (mushi no shiten)

The perspective from which Japanese looks at his surroundings, or decides to accomplish some task can be compared
to that of an insect. The insect has two very special characteristics which are as follows:

It can see its surroundings in great details as it moves on the ground.
It starts moving towards its goal without being too concerned about what is going to come on its way.

In the first trait, one can see the details on the ground and can have a thorough understanding of the ground reality. Toyota
has coined this concept as Genchi Genbutsu, which literally means the ground where the objects exist. The second concept
depicts a challenging attitude. Let us look at how an insect starts its journey towards its goal.
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The insect

It starts its journey without worrying too much about the hurdles that it encounters on its way. Depending on the nature
of the hurdle it either avoids or crushes, and finally reaches its goal. “Hashirinagara Kangaemashou” is a common Japanese
expression which exactly depicts this mindset. ‘Hashirinagara’ means ‘while running’ and ‘kangaemashou’ means ‘let’s think’.
Offshore vendors engaged in software development for Japanese client are oftentimes baffled by this mindset as it is very
customary for the Japanese customers to request frequent changes in the specification after the project is started. No wonder
why, change request in user specification is so very common here.

In this context, one can see another interesting difference between Japanese and western culture. If | know my requirement
well and can articulate it well, then in western environment, | am somewhat guaranteed of best quality service which | have
requested for. As opposed to that it is taken for granted in Japanese culture that the service provider has to think hard to gain
a deep insight of what would make the customer happier than providing him just the service that he has requested for. Anyone
living in Japan will have enough of such experiences in their day to day lives.

Consciousness of serving lord (Okami)

Common people always felt grateful to the feudal lords and always thought that feudal lords will take care of their well
beings. Throughout history they showed their unconditional allegiance to lord (O-kami). They believed that if they had offered
their best to the lord, He would in turn protect them from everything. So this became an inherent attitude in Japanese psyche
to conform to the leader.

Perhaps it is not different from other feudal societies of the world, however in modern Japanese society this mindset is
still reflected today in various contexts.

{1,

Inconvenience (Gomeiwaku)

Japanese word “Gomeiwaku” means inconvenience. Japanese are very cautious
and sensitive about inconveniencing others. The above poster says that “We are very
sorry for causing inconveniences to you. Please bear with us for some time....”. One
can see this placard at any public site where some new construction work or repair
and maintenance is going on. While it is also very common to use the expression
“sorry for the inconveniences” in English, the sensitivity about inconveniencing others
seems to be stronger among average Japanese. On the contrary, many foreigners
do not even seem to be aware of causing inconveniences to others by their “so called
strange behavior in public”. They would rather think it to be too much of an obsessive
self-constraint. It really does not matter who is right and who is wrong, but matter
of the fact is, in Japanese cultural norm the word “gomeiwaku” has a broader scope
than the word “inconveniences”.
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Laying the groundwork (Nemawashi)

In Japanese corporation before a major change happens, in most of the cases an informal process of quietly laying the
foundation for the proposed change is required. Proposers of the change need to talk back and forth to the concerned people for
gathering support and feedback. In the process, a consensus is built and tacit approval of all the concerned people are obtained
prior to seeking formal approval from the final authority. On the other hand, if a proposal is directly placed for formal approval to
the approval board, it is most likely to get rejected simply because the concerned people do not like the idea that they were not
consulted at all for their feedback. It is a very important element in bringing a major change,
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Nemawashi literally translates as “going around the roots”, from (ne, root) and (mawasu, to go around [something]). Its
original meaning was literally: digging around the roots of a tree, to prepare it for a transplant.

This process involves bringing the dirt from the new location, and introducing it to the tree, before the transplant, so the
tree can grow accustomed to the new environment before it gets there.

kotsu kotsu gambaru (persistent hard work)

In the fast changing world, the ways of doing things in Japan are also changing. However, in traditional Japanese society,
nothing could be more appraised than persistent hard working. A nation which was rebuilt from the devastation of war had to
specially depend on hard work of its labor. Among older Japanese, a strong common belief is that no matter how smart you
are, you have to put persistent hard labor if you want to achieve success.

Chijimi shikou (self-suppression) and conformity

In his book “Chijimi shikou no Nihonjin”, published by Kodansha, Lee Yong observed that Japanese love compactness and
S0 suppress themselves as much as they can. Animportant Japanese expression in this context is Tsumeru or pack. For example,
bento ni tsumeru means packed in lunch box, or mi tsumeru means watch intently, omoi tsumeru means think hard, iki tsumeru
means a deep breath. All these expressions have an inherent indication of Japanese love for self-suppression in order to be a
part of a compact group. On the other hand that which cannot be packed in the compact group is called tsumaranai. It is also
used in a negative connotation like boring, or uninteresting. The Japanese society highly encourages a cohesive and conformal
group culture in every facets of their life. An individual in this society generally tries to keep oneself aligned with a larger group
than getting singled out by displaying one’s own individuality. This is also because Japanese feel much stronger in a cohesive
and compact group than as single individual. This is well known a fact that Japanese are better in group performance than solo.
It is difficult to generalize though, but in many culture the notion of self-expression is highly valued. People are encouraged to
actively express their opinions, their emotions, and their individualistic personalities. In Japan on the other hand, people will
express themselves only among a smaller circle of close friends. Outside of these circles, self-suppression is the order of the day.

Self-suppression does not necessarily mean that people are not sincere. But this means that they carefully restrain their
own views to ensure that harmony is not jeopardized. This can also be viewed as a pull versus push. The pull on an individual
to remain in a group in this society creates a contraction of every single individual.

Conclusion

Study of Japanese culture helps a foreigner to understand and appreciate any exceptions from own expectation. While
it is interesting to study the subject in depth, one has to spend enormous amount of time to do that. In order to reduce that
burden, an attempt has been made to describe few key cultural concepts that have direct or indirect impact on Japanese
communication style.
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- Devajyoti Sarkar

The Indus Civilization was one the largest civilizations of the ancient world and in extent more than two times larger than
Egypt and Mesopotamia combined. The earliest settlements discovered so far date back to Mehrgarh (7000BC) on the banks
of the Indus river and Bhirrana (7500BC) on the banks of the now extinct Sarasvati river. It achieved its peak during the Mature
Harappan Phase (2600BC to 1900BC) when it covered an area of more than a million square kms and is estimated to have
a population of over 5 million people. As many as 2600 sites have been discovered till date including major metropolises like
Mohenjo-Daro, Harappa, Rakhigarhi, Ganeriwala, Dholavira, Lothal, Kalibangan, and others.

What has come to light is rather unique among the ancient
civilizations. Unlike the pyramids of Egypt or the Ziggurats of
Mesopotamia, there are no large monumental structures or
palaces. Instead what one finds is a focus on the quality of life
of the people. Even ordinary homes in cities like Harappa and
Mohenjo-Daro were fitted with a flush toilet, running water and
attached to a sophisticated sewage system. These represent
the world’s first known urban sanitation systems. There was a
standardized system of weights and measures used throughout :
the Indus realms. Figure 1: The First Seal

(Photo by user:geni) CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commmons

In the Mature Harappan Phase, we find a writing system that has comes to us in the form of seals. In Fig 1 we see the
first seal that was discovered by Major Clarke. It was donated to the British Museum in 1892. Since then over 4000 seals have
been found at numerous sites of the Indus valley and other places like Mesopotamia, Bahrain, Oman, Iran and many others.
Although there are seals with drawings of different animals and scenes, the vast majority of them have the same drawing as the
seal in Fig. 1 — that of a Unicorn Bull. This is, interestingly enough, the first known occurrence of unicorn iconography in history.

The Indus writing system is the only one of the major early civilizations to remain undecipherable. This is because we are
yet to discover a Rosetta stone or a Behistun Inscription where one can compare text in the Indus script with the text of a known
language. In both Egyptian hieroglyphs as well as Cuneiform, we could learn what a character was from someone who knew. In
the absence of such a bi-lingual resource, the best one can do is guess. This is made difficult by the fact that the average length
of inscriptions on seals is 5 characters. In effect, one needs to recover both the script and the language from the equivalent of
4000 hankos. . While there is no consensus, it is expected that there are about 400 unique characters in the seal corpus.

There has been a number of attempts at decipherment, none of them have achieved widespread acceptance. Attempts
at decipherment assuming a Dravidian language include efforts by Iravatham Mahadevan and Asko Parpola. The archaeologist
S. R. Rao has proposed an attempt based on assuming the language is Sanskrit.

In this article, we will do something that has not been done before — we will explore a potential link between the Indus script
and Chinese characters or Kanji. Given the number of unique characters, the Indus script may be a better fit to a logographic
script rather than a phonetic one. But, to do a like-for-like comparison, we need to trace modern Kaniji back to its roots to
compare with potential matches from the Indus script. For this purpose, the following will quote extensively from http://www.
chineseetymology.org.

The earliest record of a writing system in China comes from the Oracle Bone script. These were turtle shells or bones of
oxen that people in the Shang Dynasty would use for divination. They would cut inscriptions into them and see how the bone
broke when put in fire. Based on this they would foretell the future. There are about 400,000 artefacts and about 4000 unique
characters. All of these come from one site which dates between 1300BC to 1100BC.

The second major stage is known as the Bronze script. This corresponds to the Zhou dynasty and represents the time
period from 1100 BC till the time Zhou ended in 255 BC. The primary medium for writing was bamboo strips but few have
remained. Several thousand cast bronze artefacts have survived and these represent the corpus of the Bronze script. This too
corresponds to roughly 4000 unique characters.

In 221 BC Chin Shi Huang, the first Emperor of a unified China, came to power and assigned his Prime Minister LiSi to make
a standard set of official characters. He also declared that all the old documents should be destroyed. This along with 2200 years
of time have left very few written artefacts from before 221 BC. The characters of this time and have been used continuously
in official seals and are called the Seal script. These are well known and understood thanks to the dictionary by XuShen called
the ShuoWendieZi written in about 147 AD. The ShuoWen is like the Rosetta stone of Chinese. Without it, it would have been
almost impossible to decipher the texts of the Zhou and Shang Dynasty.
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In Fig. 2, we show some potential matches between the Indus script and corresponding Chinese characters. The selection
of the characters is based on the first 400 Joyo Kanji and tracing their etymology back to the Oracle Bone Script and highlighting
possible matches. Although the Indus script

Glyph Indus Oracle Bone Bronze Seal Modern

is almost 1000 years older than the Oracle  name | 2600-20008¢ | 1300-1100BC | 1100BC-200BC | 200BC-2004D | Kanli
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The Jana glyph shows a person farming and is indeed the etymology of the word jana itself. It means “people”. This
matches neatly to the etymology of the modern Kanji A which has the same meaning. The glyph for Rajan which translates to
+ meaning king. This glyph occurs only twice in the Indus corpus, once along with jana reading Raja Janaka. Hari is a name
for fire and the Hari glyph means fire. This is a natural match to ‘k meaning fire.

There are some other interesting parallels that one can draw. The Sindhu glyph which has a wavy line surrounded by seven
marks is an example of a phonetic radical. The wavy line alone is “Udra” which means water. The seven glyph is read as “Sapta”.
Their combination means that the resulting character means water but has a pronunciation that starts from “S” and hence
“Sindhu”, also meaning water, river, ocean, etc. Aimost 90% of modern Kaniji result from a similar process. In general, these are
called Semantic radical because of the emphasis given to the meaning component in dictionary organization. But every phono-
semantic compound contains both and is no different from the process in the Indus script. The match to the corresponding Oracle
bone character is indeed curious because there is no similar concept of a radical in it although the form match is compelling.

Another major phenomenon in Chinese characters is called Rebus. This is where an existing character is used to represent
an unrelated word with similar or identical pronunciation; sometimes the old meaning is then lost completely. The Yaksha glyph
is a Rebus of the same type where the word Yaksha meant dog but then was used almost exclusively as a name of a people.
In fact, Yaksha itself derives from Yahvah which maybe a natural reading of the dog glyph.

The above relies on an interpretation of the Indus script rather than an officially accepted decipherment to argue for a
match. However, | hope you will agree with me that there are aspects in the mapping that go beyond chance and may indicate
the potential for a forgotten link between the Indus and the Chinese scripts.
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en summer comes in Japan after a long spell of cold
innter and soft and smooth spring, everywhere there
is greenery and everybody is in a jovial mood. With

soothing breeze, we hear the sweet sound of many birds and

the delicate heart-warming sound of fuurin, which brings peace
of mind and a feeling of coolness.

Fuurin is a small type of bell or wind chime made of
metal, wood, ceramics or glass that tinkles when moved by a
breeze. To catch the breeze, a rectangular piece of cardboard
or plastic called tanzaku is attached to a clapper and ancient
Japanese poems are written on it. People love to hang it from
the eaves of their houses during summer. Edo-Fuurin is a
brand of glass wind chimes that have continued since the Edo
period (1603 - 1867), named by Yoshiharu Shinohara in 1964.
Only the Shinoharas (Yutaka, Masayoshi, and their families and
disciples) are allowed to make Edo-Fuurin. To make Edo-Fuurin,
first the hot glass pipe is blown like a balloon, which is then cut
& cooled. Then different kinds of colorful paintings are done on
the inside surface before the final finishing touches.

| have had the experience of making Edo fuurin under the
guidance of the wife of Masayoshi Shinohara. First | painted
Maa Durga’s face on the inside surface in white color and then
added a red layer background. Initially | thought it would be very
easy to draw that but while drawing, | realized the difficulty in
drawing inside the round area with a small opening.

As temperature rises, people are seen with folding fans
(sensu) everywhere. At railway stations, shopping streets, while
eating in a restaurant, while waiting for bus and many other
places.

Sensu is a folding fan made of traditional washi paper
or cloth on a bamboo frame with a decorative picture or
calligraphic character on it. It originated in Japan and spread
to Europe via China. In addition to being used to create breezes
and refreshment, sensu are indispensable props for classical
Japanese dance, comic storytelling and tea ceremonies.
Because the shape of the unfolded fan broadens towards the
end symbolizing rising prosperity, it is also used as a memento.

In Tokyo, ‘Edo-Sensu’ is a brand of washi paper sensu
produced with a traditional technique comprising of thirty
procedures and made by one person from beginning to end.

Edo Fuurin & Edo Sensu

- Meeta Chanda

Edo-Sensu has 15-18 ribs and with much wider fold.
Washi paper possesses strong durability. With thick paper
forming the core, two layers of thin but sturdy paper are pasted
on the front and back, five layers in all, to produce a folding fan
that will not lose its shape even if opened and folded several
thousand times.

| have had a real hand experience of making an Edo-
Sensu from Hiroshi Matsui san who has kept his family tradition
alive that is continuing since Edo period. Starting from pasting
five washi papers together, then drying, folding, pricking needles
for fitting the ribs, cutting, painting and heating, it takes a long
time to make an Edo-Sensu following the delicate procedures.
While using the fan, we never imagine the time taking process
in making just one of it.

Edo-Fuurin & Edo-Sensu are in heavy demand at
departmental stores. | have thoroughly enjoyed the experience
of these Japanese traditional craft arts. | am sharing the article
published in Nihongo journal (magazine for Japanese learners)
August 2004 edition.
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bends one’s body downwards from the waist with hands

by the side. Of course, the angle or depth of the bow can
vary and can hide subtleties for which expert guidance must
be sought. For example, employees at Japanese department
stores (as well as other Japanese companies that expect their
employees to interact with customers on a daily basis) typically
have company training to teach new employees how to bow
properly in various situations. But for most of us that were not
fortunate enough to receive such training, attempting a forward
bend or bow, without toppling over of course, suffices as a
greeting in almost all situations in Japan. This applies while
greeting friends, meeting colleagues or customers, conveying
wishes at new year’s, congratulating couples at weddings,
conveying condolences at funerals and even while praying to
the gods (admittedly there is some clapping involved when
doing the ritual salutations at Shinto shrines but the clapping
simply embellishes the basic bow).

In Japan, greeting is always done with a bow in which one

Now, what about greeting in India? Aha ! The short
answer is “it can be complicated.”

Most guidebooks about India teach “Namaste” (variants
include “Namaskar” in Hindi or “Nomoshkar” in Bengali) as the
versatile salutation to be used inz greeting or parting with paims
of both hands joined usually in front of the chest with fingers
pointing upwards. The head should be bowed slightly towards
the person being greeted. Sometimes performing the gesture
itself without saying anything may be sufficient to convey the
greeting. Namaste’s versatility comes from the fact that it can
be used in both formal and informal situations and can be used
regardless of age, caste or other social considerations.

Namaste actually means “l bow to you” in Sanskrit and
originates from two Sanskrit words — “namas” which means “to
bow” and “te” which means “to you”. Some attribute a deeper
significance to Namaste as it is believed that saying Namaste
actually acknowledges the common divinity that exists between
the greeter and the greeted. Namaste also has links with yoga
as there are many yogic postures that may start with, contain
or end with the Namaste gesture (e.g. Surya namaskar or the
Sun Salute being well known).

While the guidebooks are perfectly correct, it may be
worth noting that Namaste is actually a sub-category of
“Pranam” which is also derived from the Sanskrit “pra” which
is a prefix meaning “forward, in front, before or very much”
and “anam” meaning “bending or stretching”. Combining the
two means “bending, bowing much in front” and consequently
Pranam has come to mean “respectful salutation” or “reverential
bowing” before another person or a deity.

One way of cataloguing Pranam divides it into six broad
categories as follows:

Abhinandan (Sanskrit for “congratulations”) — This is a
forward bend with hands folded and touching the chest.

Namaskar (Sanskrit for “adoration”) - This is the same as
(i) but with the folded hands touching the forehead.

Dandavat (Sanskrit for “like a stick”) — This is bowing the
forehead down and touching the ground.

Panchanga (Sanskrit for “five organs”) — This is touching
the ground with five organs, namely the knees, chest, chin,
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temple and forehead.

Shastanga (Sanskrit for “six organs”) — This is touching
the ground with six organs, namely the toes, knees, hands,
chin, nose and temple, and

Ashtanga (Sanskrit for “eight organs”) — This is touching
the ground with eight organs, namely the knees, belly, chest,
hands, elbows, chin, nose and temple.

Based on the above, the regular Namaste referred to
earlier falls under the first category. However, sometimes when
a person is offering a Namaste to a person of a higher status
or a deity, the Namaskar gesture under the second category
may also be used. Categories three to six are less commonly
seen and when used, it is aimost exclusively to venerate Gods
and deities.

A form of Pranam that does not fall into a clear category
above but is still in common use is the “Charanasparsha”
(Sanskrit for “touching the feet”), which is touching of the feet
of the person being greeted as a mark of respect. Typically,
the gesture starts from a standing position when the right
hand (although sometimes both hands) is extended to touch
both feet in succession of the person being greeted. After
straightening up, the greeter then brings up his/her hand(s)
that touched the feet towards the greeter’s forehead to touch
it and then touch the chest. This is also referred to as “Mattha
Theko” (literally to “touch to the head”) in Punjab and North
India and referred to as just “Pranam” in Eastern India, including
in Bengali.

This touching of the feet gesture is most commonly done
to show respect to elderly people like parents, grandparents,
elderly relatives, teachers and holy men (sadhus or saints).
It is sometimes used in temples in front of Gods and deities
too. Children are taught to touch the feet of their elders and
it is meant to show respect to the one whose feet are being
touched. It is also a lesson in humility. Though very young
children need to be prompted by their parents/guardians to
learn this gesture, the older ones (and adults of course) are
expected to do it without any prompting.

Historically Indians lived in joint families and the joint
family system provided adequate opportunity for training
children in this custom. Some joint families even had a rule
for youngsters to touch their parents’ feet the first thing every
morning and before going to bed. Though there may still be
some adherents to this daily ritual, it is not common nowadays
particularly outside of joint families. However, even in nuclear
families, some occasions do merit a person touching elders’
feet. These occasions include before one is departing for or
arriving back from a long journey, weddings, religious and
festive occasions or simply upon meeting an elder person after
along interval.

When an elder person’s feet are being touched, that
person, in turn, is supposed to touch the head of the younger
person doing the act and convey “Aashirvaad” (meaning
“blessings”) wishing a long life, fortune and prosperity to befall
upon the younger person. The elder person may also give
the younger person some sweets or fruits in appreciation or
show love.

Talking about festive occasions, it is interesting to note
that the occasion of Durga Puja provides an ideal opportunity
to see and exhibit the maximum range of Pranams in action.



During the Puja itself, it is quite common to see devotees and/
or the purohit (priest) conducting the worship doing one or
more of the six categories of Pranam mentioned above. Upon
conclusion of the Puja, from after Bijoya Dashami till Kali Puja
/ Diwali, relatives and neighbours visit each other to convey
greetings where feet touching and the offering of blessings
and sweets is done in abundance. In addition, Bijoya Dashami
has evolved its own unique greeting which is the Kolakuli or
the triple hug. Performed exclusively by males, it involves
holding each other’s shoulders and doing three hugs in quick
succession with the head kept to the left of the other person,
moving to the right and then back to the left again. Its origins

Cultural Musings — Greetings and Meanings
Muslim greeting practices on Id.

For those not living close to a Durga Puja or those not
living with relatives close by, both Pranam and Aashirvaad
for Bijoya Dashami was historically delivered in written form
through letters or postcards. Nowadays one is more likely to
send or get an email, Facebook or WhatsApp message with
some snazzy artwork attached to the message too. Some of
these may no longer mention Pranam and Aashirvaad explicitly.
However, regardless of the medium, the next time you do /
receive a Namaste or a Pranam either physically or virtually, it
may be worth keeping in mind that in essence what is intended
to be conveyed is just a bow! Domo arigatou gozaimashita! =
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To What Extent Did Swami Vivekananda

and Rabindranath Tagore’s Visits Impact Japan and India?

- Nishant Chanda

Swami Vivekananda

sternization has deprived many countries of their
rich culture. This idea was central to both Tagore
and Vivekananda’s visits to Japan. They were both

notable people who have accomplished a lot throughout their
life.

Tagore is considered the greatest poet of India and this
isn’t a surprise as he is the lyricist of two country’s national
anthem India and Bangladesh and he is also composer of
India’s national anthem “Jana Gana Mana”. He was the first
Asian to receive the Nobel Prize for literature for the English
version of his work “Geetanjali”, and he was offered knighthood,
which he rejected. Nationalism and patriotism oozed from him,
and for that, he has been a figure for Indians to this day.

Vivekananda lived his life as a Hindu saint and a religious
leader. He spread the religion globally and led the Vedanta
movement. He played an important part in India’s so called
“national awakening” during British rule by inspiring many to
“arise, awake, and stop not till the goal is reached” (www.
importantindia.com). Vivekananda’s speech at the first
Parliament of Religions in Chicago in 1893 was when he
became an icon. Other significant figures such as Mahatma
Gandhi, Tagore, Jawaharlal Nehru, and Subhas Chandra Bose
have all looked up to Vivekananda for inspiration. Westerners
who were influenced by him are Nicola Tesla, John Rockefeller,
and Leo Tolstoy (who also wrote a biography of Vivekananda).
He had a special attachment to Japan after his visits. Like
Tagore, he also praised Japanese’s love for their country, their
work ethic, and aesthetic sense.

Okakura Tenshin, a well known Nihonga artist, can be
given credit for starting the cultural exchange between Japan
and India. He visited India in 1902, and there he met Sister
Nivedita, Swami Vivekananda, and Tagore. After his visit,
famous Japanese artists, Taikan Yokoyama and Shunso
Hishida, visited Calcutta as well. The Japanese artists spread
their knowledge on the Japanese wash technique (Bose 91).
Some Indian artists visited Japan with Tagore. They came back
fascinated by the Japanese style of sumi-e. In total, Tagore
visited Japan five times, the first being in 1916. He was well-
known in Japan even before his arrival because he was the first
Asian Nobel laureate. Many of Tagore’s publications were also
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Rabindranath Tagore

in circulation there. During Tagore’s stay in Japan, he couldn’t
help but to be amazed by the way the Japanese went about
their daily lives. He admired their stoic personality, their graceful,
dignified and warm manners, their sense of discipline, their
delicate sense of aesthetics expressed in the tea ceremony and
Japan’s many arts. He also admired the fact that people would
get out of their daily lives to visit gardens and parks and that
disputes on the streets were resolved without the presence of
anger. He visited and gave lectures at numerous venues, thus
becoming one of the pioneers of the India-Japan relationship.
He gave speeches at the University of Tokyo, Keio University,
Japan Women’s University, Asahi Shimbun, and many other
places. The speeches he is most renowned for are: “India and
Japan”, “The Message from India to Japan”, “The Spirit of
Japan”, and “Western Culture and Mission of Japan” (Kawai
15). In his talks, he addressed the destruction westernization
was bringing upon Japan ever since the Meiji Restoration.
He elaborated to the uprooting of traditional values and
substitution of Western customs and beliefs. He said to them,
“Don’t forget your soul, while you modernise your country by
imitating Europe.” Another thing he despised in the Japanese
was their hostility to their neighboring countries. He wished
Japan would live with China and Korea in harmony. After he
gained in popularity, scores of his books were translated into
Japanese (previously they were only available in English).
Yasunari Kawabata, Japan’s first Nobel Laureate in Literature,
claims that he was inspired by Tagore and has used many
of Tagore’s ideas in his works. Tagore’s criticism on Japan’s
imperialism brought Tagore some trouble. Nevertheless, he
concluded his visits by referring to Japan as a “manifestation
of modern life in the spirit of its traditional past” (Sen 54).

After Tagore’s visits, he invited some Japanese
acquaintances to come over to India. He set up a foundation
called “Nippon Bhavan” in India, where Japanese painting and
language were taught by Japanese. In exchange, Tagore taught
the Japanese people Indian language, literature, philosophy,
art, music, and dance. To this day, the Bengali Association in
Tokyo have been commemorating Tagore’s birth anniversary
annually (Medhasananda 12).

Vivekananda’s visit to Japan “benefit[ted] India materially

Anjali



To What Extent Did Swami Vivekananda and Rabindranath Tagore’s Visits Impact Japan and India®?

and Japan spiritually” (Medhasananda 50). There is little
information on his visits, but there are sources, such as a letter
he wrote on July 10, 1893 from a hotel in Japan to Chennai,
India. The following is an excerpt from the letter:

What a contrast! The Japanese are one of the cleanliest
peoples on Earth. Everything is neat and tidy. Their streets
are nearly all broad, straight, and regularly paved. Their little
houses are cage-like, and their pine-covered evergreen little
hills form the background of almost every town and village.
The short-statured, fairskinned, quaintly dressed Japanese,
their movements, attitudes, gestures, everything is picturesque.
Japan is the land of the picturesque! Almost every house has a
garden at the back, very nicely laid out according to Japanese
fashion with small shrubs, grass plots, small artificial water,
and small stone bridges... | have seen three big cities in the
interior - Osaka, a great manufacturing town, Kyoto, the former
capital, and Tokyo the present capital: Tokyo is nearly twice
the size of Calcutta with nearly double the population. No
foreigner is allowed to travel in the interior without a passport.
The Japanese seem now to have fully awakened themselves to
the necessity of the present times. They have now a thoroughly
organised army equipped with guns... In every temple there are
some Sanskrit mantras... The modern rage for progress has
penetrated even the priesthood. | cannot write what | have in
my mind about the Japanese in one short letter. Only | want that
numbers of our young men should pay a visit to Japan... every
year. Especially to the Japanese... (Vivekananda).

In the letter, Vivekananda wholeheartedly praises
Japanese customs and traditions. He believes that India
should strive to become something greater. He said, on another
occasion, “If | can get unmarried graduates, | may try to send
them over to Japan and make arrangements for their technical
education there, so that when they come back, they may turn
their knowledge to the best account for India. What a good
thing that would be” (Vivekananda). Do not get his teachings
wrong, though. He did not want India to lose it’s national
identity and blindly copy what Japan did. He makes this clear
in an interview, “There in Japan, you find a fine assimilation
of knowledge, and not its indigestion, as we have here. They
have taken everything from the Europeans, but they remain
Japanese all the same, and have not turned European; while

Works Cited:

our country, the terrible mania of becoming Westernized has
seized upon us like the plague” (Vivekananda). Vivekananda
was like a mentor for the nation. He wished India would look to
Japan for ideas, such as incorporating aesthetics into life and
religion. Jamshediji Tata, the founder of one of India’s largest
companies (even to this date) was enlightened by him. He wrote
Tata a business plan where Tata could incorporate Japanese
manufacturing into their business. Soon, Vivekananda grew
sick. He rejected an offer from Emperor Mutsuhito on talking
to the parliament of Japan about Hinduism.

Swami Vivekananda’s legacy continues to this date. In
2007, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe made several references to
Vivekananda before a joint session of the Indian Parliament
during his visit to India. He said:

A number of times in history, Japan and India have
attracted one another. Vivekananda came to be acquainted
with Tenshin Okakura, a man ahead of his time in early modern
japan and a type of Renaissance man. Okakura was then
guided by Vivekananda and enjoyed also a friendship with
Sister Nivedita... (Abe)

Prime Minister Abe went on to talk about how India can
be developed and used Vivekananda’s quotes: “help and not
fight”, “assimilation and not destruction”, and “harmony and
peace, not dissension” (Vivekananda). To this day, Japan is a
major helping hand for India in terms of financial and technical
assistance while Indian religious organizations in Japan,
including the Vedanta Society provide spiritual welfare to
Japanese.

The Japanese way of life has been appealing to many,
but Indians have been awestruck by their ways ever since
the end of the 19th century. For Tagore, Japanese art and
aesthetic sense was something he wanted Indians to marvel
at, and for Vivekananda, the way Japanese were advancing
with respect to technology and infrastructure was something
he wanted Indians to internalize. In Japan, Tagore has left a
footprint in terms of literature, art, and music; Vivekananda
brought the Vedanta Society to Japan, and started the India-
Japan relationship with Okakura Tenshin.
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- Sushmita Pal

by the simplicity of haiku’s poetic expression which creates a suggestive, concise and momentary picture of its subject.
The beauty of Japanese haiku poetry, inspired by Zen Buddhism, lies in the conciseness of expression which conveys a
world of meaning and emotions.

H aiku is one of the most important forms of traditional Japanese poetry. During my five years stay in Tokyo, | was impressed

Katatsuburi /soro-soro nobore /fuji no yama Snail/inch by inch climbs /Mount Fuii

Snail
inch by inch

climb
Mount Fuii! /»/_h—‘\

L This haiku is written by Issa, the famous Japanese

poet. The above haiku is a short but concise explanation
that any great work can be accomplished by our efforts
and patience.

Haiku is known as the ‘poetry of nature’, but it is more a poetry of life through unity with nature. Haiga is a haiku combined
with illustrations. In other words haiga is a combination of image and text, often simple and sketch-like, where each element

enhances the character of the other.
-

Hito ha chiru/Totsu hito ha chiru/Kaze no ue A leaf falls/ Lo, another leaf falls/ With the | i ! :‘; ‘g§; X
For ﬁ

wind. This classic haiku is written by Ransetsu, a Japanese poet. The above haiku explains ;-‘5‘_
about our transitory world. et 1
ﬁ}@;

o

o
3

What is said in haiku is important but what is unsaid may also be important. The poet
may talk of nature but he may be conveying some deep feeling, an intuition or a concrete g
experience of life. Haiku is more concerned with human emotion or with experience and
nature is used to reflect or suggest that emotion. Haiku consists of short verse of 17
syllables in three metrical sections (lines) of 5-7-5 syllables. Kigo, a word or phrase suggestive
of a season, is a must for haiku. It is the kigo’s constant .
presence that creates the erroneous impression that haiku - e
is poetry of nature. Kigo is one of the elements that make
such poetic compression possible. It may be an animal, plant, -
event, custom or any other word symbolizing the season. Haiku is a compact yet profound and
evocative form of poetry originated in Japan but now is considered as a World literature. Matsuo
Basho (1644-94), Taneguchi Buson (1715-83), Kobayashi Issa (1763-1827) and Masaoka Shiki
(18661902) are the four pillars of haiku poetry. Many of the haiku poets even wrote travelogues
in haiku. The most famous being Oku no hosomichi (The Narrow Road to the Deep North) by
Basho, which became a classic. A Japanese woman named Niwa Kyoko has translated this work
in Bengali. In 17th century haiku developed as a new style of poetry. Matsuo Basho the originator
of haiku had more than 2000 students at the time of his death.

Matsuo Basho

India has its own very rich poetic heritage.

Rabindranath Tagore the Nobel Laureate poet, writer, philosopher, musician, painter and educator visited Japan several
times and Japanese haiku were translated into Bengali by Tagore early in the 20th century. In fact the credit of bringing haiku in
India goes to Rabindranath Tagore. An example of classic haiku (by Basho): Kare eda ni/ Karasu no tomari/ Mizu no oto

An old pond! /A frog jumps in /the sound of water Translation in Bengali by Kabiguru Rabindranath Tagore:-

AeAeT 9F< Purono pukur
IS = Banger laf

A * Joler shobdo

Tagore's , ‘Fireflies’, comes from the first verse of the bilingual ‘Lekhan’ (1926). It consists of 256 epigrams and short
verses like haiku. The possibility of the influence of Japanese Haiku can be suggested. The compact style conveys memorable
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poetic expressions with great force and intensity. The brevity and crispness of these verses combined with the wit and wisdom
contained in them make these poems extremely delightful and reader friendly. Here are few lines from the poem ‘Fireflies’. The
beauty and romanticism of the poem is unique.

| touch God in my song as the hill touches the far-away sea with its waterfall. The butterfly counts not months but moments,
and has time enough.

Let my love, like sunlight, surround you and yet give you illumined freedom.

Love remains a secret even when spoken, for only a lover truly knows that he is loved.

Emancipation from the bondage of the soil is no freedom for the tree.

In love | pay my endless debt to thee for what thou art.

The Tamil poet Subramania Bharati wrote an essay on haiku poetry as early as 1912. The poets of Bengal and Orissa had
modeled their verses trying to catch the magical rhythm of the Japanese Haiku . With no knowledge of the Japanese language
and no direct access to the original works, the first interest in haiku in India was developed through such translations. Some of
the Indian poets started writing similar poetry in their own languages. In the ‘560s, we find a new form of poetry developing in
India, which was short and expressive but free in style. Here are some examples from Hindi poetry: The first shower of rain/ The
sky has thrown/ Its roots on earth (Shrikant Varma)

The butterflies/ Jumping from flower to flower/ Love letters of spring God (Sarveshwardayal Saxena) The pioneer of haiku is
India’s scholar Prof. Satya Bhushan Verma - whose first translation of Japanese haiku into Hindi - ‘Japani Kavitaen’ was published
in 1977. In 1981 Prof. Verma started a newsletter in Hindi called ‘Haiku’. This was in the form of an aerogramme. This publication
was discontinued in 1989. Prof. Satya Bhushan Verma, a professor emeritus of Jawaharlal Nehru University, was chosen for the
Masaoka Shiki International Haiku Prize in 2002. He shared the one million yen prize with an American poet - Cor van den Heuvel.

The second Indian whose efforts are to be commended is Prof. B.S. Aggarwala who publishes a Hindi quarterly journal
called ‘Haiku Bharati’, started in 1998 and continuing till today. There are about 300 poets writing in their native mother tongues
associated with this quarterly Hindi journal. Some haiku are translated from the original into Hindi, and then published. Prof.
Aggarwala, the author of several books in Hindi is currently working on a history of haiku in Hindi.

Here is an inspiring story of Dr. Angelee Deodhar an ophthalmologist and how she became a famous haiku poet and
illustrator. Born just before the partition in India, schooled in the best ‘English’ tradition she grew up in sylvan surrounds amongst
the foothills of Himalaya, and fell in love with them. Her father was a doctor in the India Army, and her home was full of books
and music. Even during medical school (graduate and post graduate studies) she wrote short stories, articles, poems - but never
thought of writing as a career.

After working as an ophthalmologist in remote villages for almost 18 years, she developed a life threatening recurrent
pulmonary thrombo embolism with repeated prolonged hospitalization. This is when writing became a lifetime and a second
career. Now, a decade later, her poems, stories and haiku have been published in USA, UK, Canada, Australia, Japan, Greece,
Croatia, Romania, Finland, Poland and India. Of all the poetic forms she finds haiku most appealing. Throughout their deceptive
simplicity one can share moments of absolute awareness, of truth, of images, or depths and heights of the spirit which transcend
time, cultures and continents-bringing about universal peace and understanding. She believes that if more people turn to writing
haiku, there would be more joy and less strife in our lives, in our world. Here is a haiku written by Angelee Deodhar. Dawn temple
visit The conch and the bells Through the fog

A three day seminar on ‘Impact of Haiku in Indian literature’ was held at the Institute of Asian Studies based in Chennai
(Madras) from 29th-31st of March 1999. Several poets from India and Japan participated in this seminar. In India work on haiku
is going on in different languages. Many books, newsletters, magazines are being published. Still a lot of effort is required to
popularize haiku more. Haiku should be introduced in schools to gain more attention.

References:
1- An article on Japanese haiku poetry by- Dr. Satya Bhushan Verma
2- Haiku: An Indian Perspective by -Dr. Angelee Deodhar
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Encounter to Kantha Embroidery

A heritage of West Bengal that brings about job opportunities to rural women
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